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Take these chains from 
my heart and set me



We think the big corporations have had things their own way for far too long.  
They don’t pay enough tax, they damage the planet and they drain money from the 
local economy. 

On the other hand indies pay their taxes, have a smaller carbon footprint and the 
money they generate stays in the local economy.

Our bit 
Our mission at Indie Cambridge is to try and level the playing field for local 
independents. From celebrating them in The Indie, through to helping them with the 
tools they need to build successful businesses via the IndieAcademy.  
Everything we do, we do to give them a better chance of success.

Your bit 
Everybody knows things have to change, luckily your bit is really easy and fun: 
choose real people, choose real places, choose real life. Use the Indie and our 
website to explore a more creative and individual way to live your life. 

Go indie

Anne Beamish & Steve Linford | Indie Cambridge
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And glad you could join us for this, our sixth 

issue of The Indie. This seasonal edition illustrates 

perfectly what the indie scene is all about. To 

highlight not only the indies we see everyday 

such as our wonderful cafes and restaurants, 

boutiques, galleries and specialist retailers, but 

also those indies not on the high street but who 

add so much to our lives. Indie events such as the 

Cambridge Music Festival and the Cambridge 

Literary Festival adding a rich cultural experience; 

individuals and companies who work in the local 

business community, and skilled tradespeople 

and professionals who we all count on to provide 

services we all, at some point, need. 

So, grab a coffee, take time to relax and read the 

stories of all these amazing indies and discover 

the real people and the real lives behind each and 

every one of them.
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IndieCambridge@IndieCamb

Independent.cambridge

Anne Beamish | Founder and Editor
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What’s on – November, December 2019 & January, February 2020
November

5/12/19 Learn to Crochet 7-9pm www.knittingneedlelane.co.uk 
for details

6-14 The annual Cambridge Music Festival brings some of the 
world’s leading classical musicians and electrifying next-level 
performances to Cambridge. This year the programme features 
artists including Joshua Bell, Amy Dickson and Natalie Clein. Full 
programme and further information at:  
www.cambridgemusicfestival.co.uk

13 Cambridge Wine Merchants’ Kings Parade Shop 7pm. Tickets 
£25: An exclusive tasting focussing on the wines of esteemed 
Châteauneuf-du-Pape grower Roger Sabon, presented by their 
wine-maker Didier Negron. This tasting will also be the first in the 
newly refashioned Kings Parade branch, which now features an 
intimate bar area available for small private events hire.  
Tickets on Eventbrite

13 Cambridge Wine Merchants’ Cherry Hinton Shop 7pm. Tickets 
£37.50: Wine and Tapas Tasting. Cambridge Wine Merchants is 
joining forces with ¡Qué rico! Tapas to bring you a delicious night 
of Spanish wine and gastronomy. Tickets on Eventbrite

16 Christmas Knit Workshop 2-5pm  
www.knittingneedlelane.co.uk for details

16 Literature Study Day: Understanding Hamlet, with Adrian 
Poole and Fred Parker. Stapleford Granary. Discover, or revisit, the 
best of university teaching.  
www.literaturecambridge.co.uk/hamlet

16 Small and Green plant pop-up at CB1, Norfolk Street

21 Beaujolais Nouveau at Amelie! A traditional French celebration 
at Amelie Flam-Kuche in the Grafton Centre (opposite the VU 
cinema). Starting at midday with the main event from 5pm 
onwards.

23 Christmas Crochet Workshop 2-5pm  
www.knittingneedlelane.co.uk for details

26 Ashwell Makers Market. Late night shopping event 6-9pm at 
the Bushel & Strike, Ashwell SG7 5LY. Beautiful handmade goodies 
and gifts made by 12 artists and makers form the Ashwell area.

28 Indie Academy event Big Picture Thinking with Ludo Chapman 
from the Innovation Practice. Email events@indiecambridge.com

29 Nov-1 Dec Cambridge Literary Festival. Oh, come all ye 
festival goers, escape from the cold and join the festival for an 
exceptional array of brilliant writers who will help us all make 
sense of the times we are living through and distract us from 
them. www.cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

30 The Plough Shepreth, 11am to 4pm Pop-Up Christmas Market 
with German street food www.theploughshepreth.co.uk

30 Small and Green plant pop-up at Provenance Kitchen, 
Whittlesford

30 CUC Wine Bar 3pm. Tickets £30: Fizz and Fortifieds Fair. Just 
in time for seasonal celebrations: come and try a diverse range 
of sparkling and fortified wines at this annual festive period fair. 
Tickets on Eventbrite

30 Cambridge Wine Merchants’ Cherry Hinton Shop 7pm. Tickets 
£30: Cambridge Wine Merchants are incredibly excited to be 
teaming up with Waffle + Co to bring you an evening of 6 delicious 
waffles, paired with 6 great wines! Tickets on Eventbrite

30 Histon Handmade contemporary design and craft fair 12-7pm 
at St Andrew’s Centre, Histon. www.histonhandmade.com

December

2 Form the Future Annual Conference, 
The Babraham Institute – the theme this year is ‘inequality is bad 
for business and companies have a role to play in creating a fairer 
society.’ An opportunity for education and business partners, 
volunteers, supporters and staff to come together to discuss what 
we can all do to reduce inequalities in the most unequal city in the 
UK and the wider region, with a particular focus on supporting 
children and young people from all backgrounds into the careers 
of the future. For more information and to register attendance 
please email info@formthefuture.org.uk

3 Christmas glass-etching workshop at Go Glass Ltd, Cherry 
Hinton Road. Tel 0771 2044 160 for info.

3-4 Small and Green plant pop-up at Hot Numbers Roastery, 
Shepreth

4 CUC Wine Bar 7pm. Tickets £15: Alphabet of Wine: from ‘E’ to 
‘G’. Exploring vino vocab beginning with ‘E’s, ‘F’s and ‘G’s and 
learning through tasting. Tickets on Eventbrite

5 CUC Wine Bar 7pm. Tickets £25: Champagne Tasting with Brett 
Turner (CWM Co-Owner). These Champagne masterclasses are a 
fantastic opportunity to taste through a flight of Champagne and 
discover which style suits you best. Tickets on Eventbrite

5 Cambridge Network event: Rebranding – A Positive Move 4pm 
to 6pm with Anne Beamish from Indie Cambridge and Ludo 
Chapman from The Innovation Practice.  
www.cambridgenetwork.co.uk/events

5 Small and Green plant pop-up at Ely Maltings Christmas Fair

7 Mill Road Winter Fair 10-30am-4.30pm

7 FREE Christmas social event. Shop/chat/knit/crochet with 
Christmas-themed refreshments 12-4pm  
www.knittingneedlelane.co.uk for details

7 Cambridge Wine Merchant’s Cherry Hinton Shop 7pm. Tickets 
£29.70: Following the enormous success of their last Chocolate 
& Booze Tasting, CWM are delighted to once again host this 
spectacular event with the lovely Gloria from Mama Bombon, who 
hand makes all her chocolates from home. Tickets on Eventbrite

10 Winter Tree Walk at Wandelbury 10am-12pm  
www.cambridgeppf.org

11 The Plough Shepreth ‘Gin & Jamas’ a Christmas edition of 
Vera’s Gin Club. 5 gins to sample, Vera’s nibbles and a G&T of 
your favourite to finish www.theploughshepreth.co.uk

12, 13, 14 7.30pm A Christmas Carol at the Leper Chapel  
www.cambridgeppf.org

14 Christmas themed natural yarn dye workshop 10-2pm  
www.knittingneedlelane.co.uk for details

21 Small and Green plant pop-up at CB1, Norfolk Street

23 Christmas Carols and mince pies at The Plough Shepreth from 
6.30pm www.theploughshepreth.co.uk

31 ‘A Sheppy New Year’ from 7pm to 1am at The Plough 
Shepreth. Tickets £35 including a 2-course meal and live music 
with the Ben Smith band with bubbles at midnight to toast the 
New Year! www.theploughshepreth.co.uk

31 New Year’s Eve Neon Moon Moonlight Speakeasy at 12a Club. 
Seductive high jinks with smoking hot burlesque and cabaret 
entertainment, ice-cold, artfully-crafted cocktails and a ‘nip and a 
wink’ appetiser menu straight from 1920’s New York.  
Tickets on Eventbrite.

January

1 New Year’s Day Walk at Coton 11am-1pm  
www.cambridgeppf.org

Starting in the new year, a range of book-binding courses from 
Helen Handmade Books. Visit www.helenhandmadebooks.com 
for dates and details.

11 Flowers & Botanicals in Soft Pastel Day Workshop at Tindall 
Art & Graphics, King Street. Beginner’s soft pastel workshop 
with artist Rod Bastable exploring floral scenes and botanicals to 
create vivid and vibrant artworks. Tickets on Eventbrite.
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Being of the independent persuasion – you might think that we at The Indie like 
to go it alone. But when it comes to promoting the indies of Cambridge, we’ve 
found that a helping hand from the CB1 Community has given us the chance to 
spread the indie word so much further.

The CB1 Estate (the area surrounding Cambridge station), has a mix of residents, 
students and businesses (from large companies to independents). As it continues 
to grow, an initiative called CB1 Community has been established to help 
improve communication and cohesion on the estate – all coordinated by a part-
time community engagement officer. As well as a website, bi-annual newsletter 
and social media updates, regular meetings for the residents and the CB1 partners’ 
Steering Group are organised, along with ‘fun stuff ’ – such as a ‘Big Lunch’. 
CB1 businesses get involved too to help support each other by running various 
initiatives such as ‘Go Meet’ networking sessions, the Business and Lifestyle Perks 
programme and ‘Fit Fridays’ walking and running club. 

It’s thanks to the CB1 Community that The Indie is finding its way into the 
hands of not only the inhabitants of the estate but also hundreds of commuters 
pouring out of the station as they pick up copies from the stands on Station Road.

Like us on Facebook |  CB1 Community

Follow us on Twitter |  @CB1Community

Visit our website |  www.cb1community.org.uk

Helping to spread the 
Indie word

CB1 Indie People | The Bike Station

CB1 News | Right now nCipher Security are hiring
They’re looking for smart, talented software, systems and security engineers to join 
their dynamic team. The opportunities at nCipher are as limitless as the boundaries 
of engineering, science and technology so why not check out their careers page. 
Security – it’s in their DNA! www.ncipher.com/careers

Six Trees, off Brookgate CB1 2AA. 

An indie business in a shed – The Bike Station does everything a bike repair shop 
does but with the added bonus of incredibly quick turn-around (usually same 
day), plus the cutest of dogs! Run by local guy Tony Fatibene (Tony was born on 
Mill Road and has worked on bikes for as long as he can remember!), The Bike 
Station is open Monday to Friday 7.30am to 5.30pm.

14 Employability Skills Workshop at Bassingbourne Village College. Help students 
prepare for the wider world of work by giving them experience in skills necessary 
to succeed - be it CV advice or practising interview skills. All of these are essential 
yet can easily be missed in the school curriculum. Help fill that gap and prepare 
students for more than just exams.  
More info and volunteer www.formthefuture.org.uk

18 (start date) Pottery Throwing Workshop by Sarah Went Ceramics. This class is 
for beginners or those that want to refresh their skills. You will learn the basics of 
throwing and your best pieces will be glazed, fired and posted to you. 
Classes are limited to 3 people, so there will be plenty of 1:1 tuition.  
Email sarah.went68@googlemail.com for further information

18 Literature Study Day: Reading Toni Morrison’s Beloved, with Kasia Boddy and 
Michael Kalisch. Stapleford Granary. Discover, or revisit, the best of university 
teaching. www.literaturecambridge.co.uk/beloved

21 Cambridge Tribe Night 7.30 Hotel Du Vin, Cambridge. Tribes Nights are mini-
ecosystems of encouragement, empowerment, and of women who totally ‘get’ what 
it feels like to be you. Our Tribes Nights are monthly evening meetups in real life. 
You can come along as a guest to your first Tribe Night by booking a guest ticket, 
before making the decision to join. www.womensbusiness.club/meetups

29 Enterprise Day at Sawston Village College. The purpose of this day is to get year 
10 students to start thinking about their futures and to consider what’s involved in 
running a business and being an entrepreneur, particularly regarding the skills and 
behaviours that lead to success.  
More info and volunteer registration www.formthefuture.org.uk  

February

4 What’s My Line? at Chesterton Community College. Students will be introduced 
to a series of professions by meeting employers (our volunteers) in a classroom 
environment and trying to find out what the employer does by asking work-related 
questions. At the end of each session, the volunteer will give an overview of their 
work, and have the chance to share insight and expertise from their sector. More 
info and volunteer registration www.formthefuture.org.uk  

12 Indie Academy event – making the most of your social media and photography 
with Lenka Koppova and Ian Olsson. Email events@indiecambridge.com for info

6 Green Minds presents Wasuremono at The Portland Arms. The brainchild of multi-
instrumentalist William Southward, who meticulously creates and records the music 
in his shed studio. Tickets from Cambridge Live

Starting 7 Discovering Print – An introduction to Monotype, Reduction Lino and 
Mountboard Cuts at Stapleford Granary email suejonesprint@me.com for info and 
booking 

Starting 17 Cambridge TV holiday course (for ages 13-16). Learn camera, editing 
and audio skills to make a professional video in a local TV studio for TV broadcast 
www.cambridgetvschool.co.uk

21 Mitch Benn: Ten Songs to save the world at The Junction.  Join the “country’s 
leading musical satirist” (The Times) as, with six string in hand and a head full of silly 
rhymes, he identifies the problems and proposes (semi-serious) solutions. www.
junction.co.uk

ACADEMY
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It was while Kath Austin was on maternity 
leave with her second daughter in 2016 
that she had what would turn out to be a 
career-defining, lightbulb moment. Fed 
up with the amount of plastic coming into 
her home, from food wrappings to toy 
packaging, she wondered if there could be 
an eco-friendly alternative. Also perturbed 
by the way her home-baked sourdough 
bread was quickly turning mouldy when 
wrapped in film, a friend suggested 
breathable beeswax wraps. 

From BB to BeeBees
And so, with six months maternity leave remaining from her fundraising and marketing 
job at Arthur Rank Hospice Charity, Kath ripped up bedsheets, sourced beeswax from 
Wandlebury and began experimenting. It took 18-months perfecting prototypes at her 
kitchen table before the perfect BeeBee Wrap was created, fusing wax, jojoba oil and 
rosin. Using warm hands, they can be formed around food, then washed in cold soapy 
water, and reused for up to a year.

Devising the name BeeBee because of a love of B.B. King, the bumblebee connection and the 
fact partner David’s surname is Hollingsbee, Kath asked friends to try her eco creations.

Everyone loved them, so she set up an Etsy shop in April 2017, and received her first 

orders within hours. At that point the aptly-named BeBe joined the team, and the 
business embarked on a year’s mentoring with Cambridge Social Ventures, at Judge 
Business School. 

Christmas 2017 brought a flurry of sales, and in January there was a sudden deluge 
of orders. It turned out The Guardian had named BeeBee as a brilliant Clingfilm 
alternative. Readers placed 400 orders within three days!

Designs on a bright future
The national profile brought new credibility and a cash injection, enabling a move 
to BBHQ, off Wadloes Road in Cambridge, in May 2018, where more staff joined - 
including Kath’s accountant partner David, who handles the manufacturing operation. 
Bertha, the wonderful waxing machine, was also constructed with the help of Cambridge 
Consultants, to scale-up production.  

By Christmas 2018, Sky Ocean Rescue had commissioned BeeBee to make wraps based 
on designs by Cara Delevingne, Sienna Miller, Kate Moss and Fearne Cotton, which was 
a real coup. 

And this January, BeeBee took their designs in-house, working with Cambridge designer 
Karen Jinks to devise bright, Scandi-style patterns, from vibrant tulips and sardine shoals 
to bright puffins and mesmerizing chevrons. These patterns were also printed on the 
eye-catching packaging before being showcased at Spring Fair 19, where they went down 
a storm. Brand collaborations followed with Woodland Trust and Chilli Penguin, plus a 
whole host of new stockists came on board including Milk & More, Abel & Cole, and 
Green Pioneer, who now distribute BeeBee Wraps across Europe.

Kath waxes lyrical on wraps
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Kath braves the dragons
 With business booming, it seemed the right time for Kath to appear on BBC2’s 
Dragons’ Den, which filmed in Manchester this summer. After spending 10 hours in the 
waiting room, she stepped into the famous lift, and emerged to the deathly silence of the 
dragons’ lair. And they were every bit as fearsome as they appear on screen. Kath received 
a real grilling - and her actual pitch was cut from the final edit. Though she didn’t win 
an investment, the revelation that Peter Jones has BeeBee’s tulip wraps in his kitchen has 
seen sales of that design go stratospheric! Plus the phrase ‘As Seen On Dragons’ Den’ 
carries its own kudos.

Kath is also grateful for the national platform to tell people about the eco-alternative to 
Clingfilm. After all, at the heart of this venture is a desire to help save the planet. In fact, 
thanks to people swapping to BeeBee Wraps, over 10million pieces of single-use plastic 
haven’t be used.

Wrapping up the world
In September, BeeBee moved to bigger premises on the same site, providing ample room 
for the UK-sourced beeswax, rolls of organic cotton (grown in Pakistan and printed with 
organic dyes) and 14 staff. There’s also space to accommodate the 2,000 units leaving 
the workshop each day for European distributors or local stockists such as Cambridge 
Cheese Company, Burwash Manor and The Gogs Farm Shop.

Back in 2016 when perfecting her wax wraps, Kath was asked what she planned to do 
with them, and she joked: “I’m going to take over the world!”

Currently in talks with two massive national chains, plans for exciting new sustainable 
products in the pipeline and a vision to make BeeBee the go-to-eco product in Europe, 
that goal may be nearer than she thinks!  

BeeBee Wraps
Unit 14, Ronald Rolph Court. Wadloes Road,  
Cambridge CB5 8PX
Telephone 01223 778816
www.beebeewraps.com

Nanna says‘No’to plastic.

Nanna Mexico, the fresh Mexican street food independent with locations in 
Cambridge and Norwich, has gone plastic-free in all its restaurants. 

Plastic litter is filling the oceans and many items like plastic gloves, bottles, 
take-away containers and cutlery from the catering industry contribute 
enormously to this waste. 

Nanna Mexico has never used plastic takeout containers, but recently 
made the push to eliminate other plastics – including water bottles and 
salsa pots – from its restaurants. They use sustainable wooden cutlery and 
paper takeaway containers and bags and sell no plastic bottled beverages. 
Most importantly, the team does not use plastic or latex gloves as millions 
of tonnes are wasted daily throughout the industry. Gloves are both 
unnecessary and extremely damaging to the environment, and hygiene is 
better ensured by employees routinely washing their hands.

“We wanted to redouble our commitments to being a green company and 
showing that going plastic-free is possible,” says Nanna Mexico founder, 
Luis Navarro. “It’s about leading the way to a better world for us all.”

Although Nanna Mexico is now plastic free in the customer facing part 
of the business, Luis is aware more needs to be done. There is still some 
unavoidable limited plastic use in the supply chain. 

However, Luis says he’s talking with his suppliers to encourage them to 
find alternatives. “It’s all about starting the conversation and showing 
the demand is there. It will take time, but everything starts with these 
first steps that show other businesses what is possible and shows our 
customers we care about them, not just in serving excellent food, but in 
doing so in ways that look after our world.” 

www.nannamexico.com 
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Under the colourful canopies on Market Square you will find the city’s daily market. 
Home to 99 stalls (100 on a Sunday when a mobile coffee van makes up the century), 
ranging from one-day-a-week hobbyists to seven-days-a-week three-pitch operators, the 
main market is an Aladdin’s den of offerings. Here you will find traditional operators 
including, a fishmongers, butchers, bakery and greengrocers to name but a few, alongside 
a line-up of stalls offering food from across the world.  

Just a short walk from Market Square, on nearby Trinity Street, is the award-winning 
All Saints Garden Arts and Craft Market. With the ethos ‘we make what we sell’, the 
Saturday market is the place to go to find beautiful, individually crafted items, many 
made from recycled materials, by highly-skilled craftspeople. 

You will also find independent sellers dotted around the rest of the city, with 31 
designated spots for street traders. 

There are currently 222 independent traders across the city, and overseeing the network 
is the city council’s Market and Street Trading Manager, Tim Jones. “For me the market 
is a fantastic place,” he says. “People shop here because they can get a great product from 
people who know exactly what they’re selling. It’s a great place to be and the camaraderie 
is second to none.”

Just like during its long history, Cambridge’s market scene continues to evolve. Tim hopes 
to attract more services to the mix – there is currently a cycle repair shop, which is kept 
busy by the city’s cyclists, and in the past a barber proved a hit. Today, the market aims 
to be as green as possible with recycling bins now in place for both visitors and traders, 
while all hot food sellers must use recyclable containers and cutlery only. The market 
redevelopment project is now in its second stage with traders, stakeholders and the local 
community soon to be consulted on the future plans.

Whatever the future holds, Cambridge Market has stood the test of time and with so 
many fantastic independent businesses to choose from, you’ll be glad you dropped by.

Meet the people behind the stalls…

Kieran Murdoch, K&M Specs, Market Square 

Despite running a successful standalone store in St Neots, Kieran couldn’t resist the 
lure of a market stall. His self-confessed obsession for eyewear stems from his great 
grandmother, who lived to the incredible age of 114 with few health concerns aside 
from poor vision. While studying media at university, Kieran worked in a shop selling 
sunglasses and became interested in the products. A career in retail continued while he 

Cambridge Markets

Cambridge may be synonymous for its colleges, cycles and punt tours, 
but at the heart of our vibrant city is a thriving market scene, which 
has been running in various forms since the Saxon times. 

Originally an L-shaped market stretching from Peas Hill to Market 
Square, the daily market was rebuilt in 1849 after a fire destroyed 
much of the area and buildings. But the flames didn’t ruin the traders’ 
spirit and the market rose from the ashes. Today, the market scene in 
Cambridge is stronger than ever with a 94 per cent occupancy.
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went on to study dispensing optics and manufacturing. Kieran has been trading on the 
main market for six months and hasn’t looked back. Selling handmade eyewear created 
from Italian asetate, which is known for being flexible, strong and (almost) unbreakable, 
here you can pick up a pair of prescription or non-prescription specs or sunglasses for 
£50. www.kandmspecs.co.uk

Sunkanmi Ariyibi, Africfood, Market Square

Ranked as one of the top restaurants in Cambridge on Tripadvisor at the time of going 
to print, Africfood has gone from strength-to-strength in the three years it has been 
trading from its pitch on Market Square. In February this year owner Sunkanmi Ariyibi 
expanded her business to include a café and catering outlet on Newmarket Road, and 
the West African cuisine is proving as popular there as it is on the market. Popular with 
tourists and locals alike, with meals starting at just £6.50, Sunkanmi describes the market 
as being like a family. www.africfood.co.uk

John Fenton, Cambridge Crepes, Street Trader (on the corner of 
Market Street)

It’s impossible to walk past the light blue van that is Cambridge Crepes and not be 

tempted by a delicious savoury or sweet treat. John describes it as a “dream come true” 
for him and wife Jenny when they left their respective careers in recruitment and retail to 
open their family-run business on the streets of Cambridge. Serving regular, vegan and 
gluten-free sweet and savoury crepes, cooked to order on a traditional French griddle, 
from as little as £3.30, the company has been a hit with both tourists and visitors since 
they opened in 2009. www.cambridgecrepes.co.uk

Les Martinez, The Hairy Growler, All Saints Garden Arts and Craft 
Market (turn left at the entrance)

The beautiful range of handmade and recycled jewellery at The Hairy Growler’s Saturday 
stall is the epitome of the city’s Arts and Craft Market. Les has been displaying and selling 
his bespoke jewellery, which is all made from old coins or spoons, at the weekly market 
for the past 13 years. The self-taught craftsman was just 18 when he started learning his 
intricate trade. With most of his working week spent in his workshop, Les enjoys the 
social side of the Saturday market and the opportunity to spend time alongside other 
people that make things for a living. Festival goers may have seen him at Glastonbury, 
where he is a return trader and an award winner, having scooped the Gold Award 2017 
for the Most Sustainable Non Food Trader. www.hairygrowler.co.uk.
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Cambridge Literary Festival
Festival Office, 7 Downing Place, Cambridge CB2 3EL
Telephone 01223 515335 
Box office 01223 357851
www.cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Winter 2019 Festival dates 29 November - 1 December

With so many famous authors linked to our university city it’s hardly surprising that 
Cambridge has been home to a fantastic literary festival since 2003. But it’s not just 
Cambridge alumni who return to the city for the annual celebration of literature. 
Cambridge Literary Festival has hosted an impressive line-up of speakers since it began 
in 2003, and the winter instalment of this year’s Festival is as unmissable as ever. The 
programme of events takes place across the city from Friday 29 November – Saturday 
1 December. With a host of speakers, from novelists and broadcasters to political 
commentators and scientists, the festival provides fascinating performances to be enjoyed 
in some of the city’s most beautiful colleges and historic buildings. 

You can hear Ian McEwan make his debut solo appearance at the festival, listen to 
broadcaster George Alagiah switch from fact to fiction and wonder at the marvels of the 
natural world with scientist Steve Jones.

Leading the festival team is founder and director Cathy Moore. Originally established as 
‘Wordfest’, the festival became a registered charity under its current name in 2014 and 
relies on the support of ticket sales, volunteers and its partners to continue. 

Every year the team brings hundreds of writers to Cambridge for the twice a year festival 
and its calendar of one-off events, which are held throughout the year to celebrate new 
publications or to welcome international authors who are visiting the city.

If you miss the winter festival there is the spring event in April to look forward to. Details 
will be announced nearer the time at www.cambridgeliteraryfestival.com. And if you 
want to support this inspiring event there are lots of ways to get involved, including 
volunteer opportunities as a festival and event steward or by becoming a Festival Friend.

With so many great speakers to enjoy on our doorsteps, Cambridge Literary Festival is a 
treat for all.

Photographs by Martin Bond
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Cambridge Music Festival
info@cambridgemusicfestival.co.uk
www.cambridgemusicfestival.co.uk

6th-14 November 

Justin Lee didn’t grow up in a particularly musical family but an early habit of singing 
on the loo led to singing in the local church choir, studying music at university, and 
spending nearly 19 years in the orchestra sector working variously with the City of 
Birmingham Symphony Orchestra, the Academy of Ancient Music and the Southbank 
Sinfonia. When he took over as director of the Cambridge Music Festival in 2012, he 
had two aims in mind: to bring musicians of the highest calibre to Cambridge, and to 
programme a festival that does unusual things.

The 2019 Festival offers a hugely varied repertoire from Handel’s coronation anthems 

performed by the Choir of King’s College, Cambridge with the Academy of Ancient 
Music, to music that explores sound almost for its own sake with Gérard Grisey’s Talea, 
haunting and mysterious, performed by Explore Ensemble.

There’s a decidedly French tinge to this year’s festival. The Trio Manouche play Django 
Reinhardt classics to recreate the intoxicating atmosphere of the Hot Club de France 
of 1930s Paris, and Steven Osborne plays the rarely performed, cult piano piece by 
Messiaen, Vingt Regards (or twenty contemplations) which encompasses everything 
from jazzy rhythms to melodies that are so beautiful they make time stand still. Grammy 
award-winning saxophonist Amy Dickson presents an evening of classical, jazz, Argentine 
tango and the minimalism of Philip Glass, and headline act Joshua Bell, one of the top 
violinists in the world, plays Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto with the Academy of St 
Martin in the Fields (who are celebrating their 60th anniversary this year).

Justin describes himself as a relatively well-informed enthusiast not a musical authority. 
What he wants to share is his passion for live music, how it makes you feel, whether it’s 
beautiful, moving or even disturbing. It’s not an academic exercise – music is visceral. 
The festival programme, and the musicians performing in it, truly reflect that vision.
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Cambridge Cookery
School House, Homerton Gardens, Cambridge CB2 8EB
Telephone 01223 247620
www.cambridgecookery.com

Cambridge indies know how to excel, and Cambridge Cookery does just that. Winners 
of UK’s Best Cookery School 2013 and shortlisted for the Food and Travel Reader 
Awards Best Cookery School 2014, the School itself offers every year some 250 classes 
(including Cooking for Uni courses approved by the Duke of Edinburgh Award), as well 
as high-octane, team-building events and private parties.

But there’s so much more! Back in 2015, a café, bakery, wine bar and bistro were opened 
next-door to the school – ensuring that even more people could enjoy top-quality food 
and drink in a beautiful setting. Founded by Tine Roche (trained at the Leiths School of 
Food and Wine), and staffed by top chefs with an absolute commitment to sustainability, 
high welfare, local and organic produce, it’s quickly become a beacon for locals and was 
recently awarded the title of Cambridge’s first zero food waste business. The former 

stonemasons’ brick building has been given a stylish Scandinavian-influenced make-over 
and overlooks a large lawn with a terrace. This green and tranquil space is packed to 
the brim during brunch time on Tuesdays through to Sundays; for wine, free tastings, 
Spritzes and Italian inspired sharing platters on Friday evenings, and for hugely popular 
Saturday night Bistro evenings – either showcasing the extraordinary skills of the house 
team or hosting a range of local and international pop-ups.

Along with summer yoga and brunch on the lawn, live jazz and piano music on Friday 
nights, Cambridge Cookery also extends a warm welcome to all four-legged visitors (who 
come for the free handmade dog biscuits) – this independent certainly makes all their 
guests feel very special! Their reach and involvement in the local community goes even 
further, with a commitment to cooking dinner for Jimmy’s homeless shelter once a week. 
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Amelie Flam-Kuche
The Grafton Centre (opposite the VUE cinema) Cambridge CB1 1PS
Telephone 01223 778898
www.amelierestaurants.co.uk

It’s not pizza as we know it but Alex and Regis Crepy think they’ve got the best European 
pizza in Cambridge, if not the UK, even if the name doesn’t trip so lightly off the tongue. 
We’re talking about Flam-kuche, a traditional dish from the Alsace region in France and 
it’s the signature dish at Amélie Flam-Kuche, the stand-out restaurant with the bright 
yellow van in the Grafton Centre opposite the Vue cinema that opened in August 2018.

Flam-kuche is a thin crust flatbread spread with crème fraiche and onions and topped 
with a variety of mouth-watering ingredients. And it’s fast, very fast. It cooks in the oven 
for just 90 seconds and that means you taste every delicious bit of it. It’s the perfect 
pre-movie (or in-movie – Alex does take-out) dish. The ingredients are fresh and sourced 
locally, and there’s even a signature beer brewed by the Suffolk independent, Nethergate 
Brewery.

Amélie is a family affair. Regis has owned several highly successful restaurants and Alex 
grew up working in his parents’ eateries. After he graduated from the Ecole Hoteliere de 
Lausanne, Alex continued to learn his trade with Gaucho Restaurants in London, but he 
always knew he was going to open a restaurant with his father. The restaurant is named 
after Alex’s sister, an artist, and she has designed all the artwork.

Alex and Regis’ ambition was to impress their customers with the quality of the food 
and the quality of the service and they’re clearly achieving that ambition: Amélie is one 
of the top four restaurants on TripAdvisor for Cambridgeshire, and it’s one of only four 
Cambridge restaurants to make it into the Good Food Guide. This makes Alex happy, 
but what really feeds his passion is watching his diners as they take their first bite of the 
Flam-kuche, and their smiles as they recognise that here is something at once familiar 
and different and utterly delicious.

Al Amin
100a-102a, Mill Road Cambridge CB1 2BD
Telephone 01223 576396
www.alamin.co.uk

A classic case of looks can be deceiving. Al Amin may look from the outside like an 
ordinary grocers, but once inside this deceptively large shop opens up to reveal a wealth of 
foods from around the world.

Salsas from Mexico, jerk seasoning from Jamaica, pumpernickel breads from Germany, 
halva from Greece, sit on shelves next to pomegranate molasses from Iran (great as a salad 
dressing), Harissa paste from Algeria, De Cecco pasta from Italy and much, much more. 
There’s a wonderfully exotic range of fresh produce too - fruit, vegetables, herbs and spices 
all displaying country of origin (an education in itself ). As well as traditional varieties, you 
can pick up mangoes, fresh dates, guava, paw paw, granadilla, yams, okra, eddoe, matoke 
and apple bananas as well as fresh ginger and many different types of chillies.

Explore further in to the store and discover the Halal butchers and the aptly named ‘Spice 
and Rice Den’ - a room literally packed to the roof with every variety of rice and dried spice 
you could ever need in your kitchen. If you fancy something more convenient, there’s the 
newly opened ‘falafel centre’ - selling freshly-made wraps and baguettes to takeaway and the 
deli selling freshly-made Indian and Thai dishes including curries, bhaji and seriously good 
samosa. Everything is made in-house and with no preservatives.

As well as this culinary expedition around the world, it’s equally important to owner Abdul 
Arain to use as many local suppliers as possible. As part of its extensive range of ‘free from’ 
foodstuffs, Al Amin stock delicious Booja-Booja dairy free ice cream from Norfolk and 
Ombar organic vegan chocolate from right here in Cambridge.

With all this and the incredibly helpful and knowledgeable staff (you can even pay bills here 
and do ‘click and collect’), it’s easy to see why Al Amin is at the very heart of the Mill Road 
community.
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The Cambridge Fabric Company
7 Peas Hill, Cambridge CB2 3PP
Telephone 01223 778744
www.thecambridgefabriccompany.com

Stepping inside the beautifully laid-out shop in the centre of historic Cambridge, an 
overwhelming sense of nostalgia washes over you. It’s not just the many rolls of classic 
British-designed cotton and linen fabrics, or the wonderfully colourful collection 
of haberdashery, trims and sewing essentials that give you this feeling – it’s the old-
fashioned, friendly welcome from owner Katie Benson and her team, and the super 
helpful customer service that is reminiscent of a more civilized shopping experience.

The main emphasis is on furnishing fabrics, with the shop specialising in cottons and 
linens, but there’s also a range of dress and quilting fabrics available. Plus, if you’re ever in 
need of a lovely gift for someone with an eye for design, there’s everything from beautiful 
scarves to quirky bike seat covers – definitely worth a browse for birthday and Christmas 
presents.

That fabulous Fabric Co experience goes even further with their very handy ‘made to 
measure’ service. In store or in your own home, they’ll help you choose gorgeous fabrics, 
work out all the measurements, and get them expertly made into curtains, blinds and 
other soft furnishings by their experienced network of local seamstresses – no factory-
style piecework here, this is real craft! By working this way Katie not only ensures the best 
for her customers, she supports local indie makers too. You can get a free no-obligation 
quote for the service and help with fitting is also available.

But, if you prefer a more DIY approach to making, why not check out the different 
workshops which take place on the shop’s site and which cater for all abilities. With all 
those beautiful fabrics to choose from – you will no doubt be inspired to get creative!

Ark
1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge CB2 3PP
Telephone 01223 363372
www.arkcambridge.co.uk

When people think of Cambridge in business terms, it’s usually with thoughts of high-tech 
(Silicon Fen) type companies, doing rather clever things with electronics or biotechnology. 
But there is another, less well-publicised side to the local business scene – that of the 
creative sector companies, perfectly illustrated here by Ark Cambridge.

Ark’s story started in 2001 as a small gift shop on Norfolk street. Founded by owner Jane 
Richards and now located centrally on Peas Hill, its ‘gifts for interesting people’ are sourced 
from all over the world with an emphasis on colour, great design, fun and always with a 
mind to outwit the department stores to offer something different.

Yet over the years, Jane found it increasingly hard to purchase interesting and different 
items, particularly ones manufactured in Britain. Which is why in 2015, and with the 
help of shop buyer Amy Lindsay, they founded Ark Colour Design. Based in a studio just 
outside Cambridge in the village of Waterbeach, they design and sell their very own range 
of truly unique and colourful leather goods. Products include bags and purses as well as 
typically (for Ark!), quirky items such as nudist bookmarks and bag tags, leather jewellery 
and the interestingly-named hairy potato pouches. Manufactured by a family-run company 
in Scotland who translate the designs, the current collection is now stocked at over 200 
independent retail outlets across the UK and Europe (including Ark Cambridge of course), 
and they have also designed bespoke products for the likes of the V&A, the National 
Theatre and the National Portrait Gallery. 

Always up for finding new creative project, the Ark team are currently working with a small 
pottery firm in Devon to create their first range of ceramics, with the first pots launching in 
Paris in September 2018. Quite a journey for a small gift shop from Cambridge!



15the indie | Autumn/Winter 2019       www.indiecambridge.com

Cuckoo
4 St Mary’s Passage, Cambridge CB2 3PQ
Telephone 01223 364345
www.cuckooclothing.co.uk

Cuckoo first opened its doors 14 years ago, as a vintage and limited-edition boutique, 
on the rural converted farm site at Burwash Manor, Barton. Four years later, the owners 
Michelle and Kate, opened their city centre store in bustling St Mary’s Passage in the 
centre of Cambridge, and both award winning shops are now well known for their 
selection of clothing, footwear, gifts and accessories.

Michelle and Kate are inspired by art, design, colour and texture and Cuckoo’s customers 
have come to expect the clothing to reflect this passion. The owners also believe 
that clothing should have longevity, wearability and offer a mixture of price points. 
As Cuckoo has evolved, the owners are increasingly convinced of the need to offer 
sustainable brands. With 7 children between them, Michelle and Kate are only too aware 
of the environmental crisis future generations are facing and feel strongly that any little 

changes they can make in fashion retail can only help and with that in mind they are 
aiming to phase out all polyester from their clothing from Spring 2020.

After a successful experiment in designing their own dresses with unique prints this 
year, Cuckoo hopes to develop this further and are excited by the ‘made and designed in 
England’ credentials that this can offer the Cuckoo customer.

Should you be searching for the perfect gift for a loved one, colleague or friend be sure 
to include Cuckoo on your list. It is highly unlikely that you will leave empty handed as 
there are plenty of wonderful gift ideas all at competitive prices.

It is easy to see why Cuckoo has become such a firm favourite in Cambridge! 
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CambridgeSpace

Cambition IT Services

Situated in bright, airy rooms within Cambridge University Rugby Club, 
CambridgeSpace is headed up by Damian Mears, a workplace strategy consultant, and 
Umar Sheikh, a business strategist and entrepreneur.

Launched in 2016 by a group of friends, CambridgeSpace was taken over by Damian 
and Umar in January 2019. Building on their predecessors’ success, they’ve enhanced 
the friendly and engaging Coworking environment, which has a real community feel at 
its heart, offering incredibly reasonable prices and flexible membership perks.

Facilities include 20 hot desks, unlimited Wi-Fi, colour printing, a meeting room with 
55” HDTV, and kitchenette (great coffee as standard!). Passionate about workplace 
wellbeing, they’ve invested in high-resolution monitors for members and ergonomic 
furniture, plus there are friendly weekly yoga and bootcamp sessions.

A community of like-minded professionals - from creatives to accountants – members 
benefit from being part of an ‘eco-system’, allowing them to confidently do business 
with each other. Three social events a month, (Beer O’Clock anyone?) help foster good 
relations between the 50 or so members.

While there’s a myriad of benefits to going freelance, opportunities to network can feel 
limited. That’s where Coworking spaces are a genius concept – and CambridgeSpace 
is arguably the best in the city (don’t take our word for it; they’ve just received this 
accolade in the 2019 Coworker Members’ Choice Awards for best Coworking in 
Cambridge).

“We want to develop CambridgeSpace into an operation which supports the fast 
growing community of freelancers and small to medium sized business owners. We are 
flexible, friendly and don’t impose a criteria; all we ask is that you have fun,” says Umar.

Following the success of their business model at the Rugby Club, Umar and Damian 
are currently looking for new locations in and around Cambridge to add to their 
Coworking community. Best watch this (Cambridge) space. . .

Dubbed ‘the most innovative IT company in Cambridge’, Cambition are an all-star 
team, offering a wealth of IT and website services, Cloud solutions, broadband and 
telecoms systems. A friendly bunch, they’re experts at finding ingenious solutions to IT 
woes, and offer outstanding customer service. So should your laptop malfunction or 
payroll system crash, Cambition will be there to talk you through the issue, rather than 
sending an impersonal ‘ticket’, warning of a 10-day wait for assistance (we’ve all been 
there!).

Heading up the innovative team is Jamie Stuart, who was immersed in the world 
of circuit boards and hard drives from a young age, thanks to his dad, ‘the original 
computer whizz’. By the time he hit his teens, Jamie was building PCs from scratch. 
And it was this technical acumen that landed him his first IT position working as a 
consultant for a small Cambridge company. Jamie quickly rose up the ranks to system 
administrator, responsible for the IT infrastructures of various businesses.

After four years, he and a colleague branched out on their own, winning a host of 
contracts, but when Jamie’s business partner bowed out due to family illness, the 
company wound up. Undeterred he launched Cambition IT Services Ltd in June 
2012, and the business has evolved, taking on more staff and diversifying into web 
development, telecoms systems and even client IT audits (one such audit saved a 
customer a staggering £16k a year!)

The company currently operates from premises in Fowlmere, with the majority of 
clients’ indie businesses, ranging from Disability Cambridgeshire to equine vets, kitchen 
fitters and escape rooms.

Unlike big chains, who often charge extortionate fees, Cambition’s 5-strong team are 
committed to providing the best-quality IT services at the most reasonable price, hence 
client retention is high. Sounds like they’ve cracked the code for success! 

  

CURUFC – Grange Road, Cambridge CB3 9BN
Telephone 07494 038195
www.cambridgespace.co

Welding Alloys, The Way, Fowlmere SG8 7QS
Telephone 01223 656156
www.cambition.co.uk



CambridgeSpace enables me to tap 
into a community that provide the best 
parts of office culture and connections, 
this in turn helps me with my own 
mental health and wellbeing.      
Kemi Fadero

“
“

Award-winning Coworking space in Cambridge*

Meet some of our members …

Create and Collaborate

CambridgeSpace

*Winners of the second annual Coworker Members’ Choice Award for Cambridge.  
Launched in 2018, the Coworker Members’ Choice Awards are the only global coworking industry awards to recognise the top coworking spaces in each city.

Carol Davidson runs People 
Powered Employment CIC, 
which provides personalised and 
holistic employment support 
to people with disabilities or 
chronic health conditions.  
Twitter@CDavidsonCEO

Gerry Westwood Having 
worked with organisations 
ranging from start-ups to 
Unilever, I now specialise 
in strategic marketing and 
creating the correct vision 
and direction for companies. 
www.Room40.uk.com

Berenice Pardo Komenco Ltd
Marketing and PR professional 
focusing in tourism. Born in 
Mexico, German at heart and a 
Cambridge fan, looking to bring 
the human side back to comms.
berenice@komencoltd.com

Tania Khan I am drawn 
to all sorts of design, but 
create graphic design as a 
profession. To see my designs, 
visit www.stilldesigning.co.uk

Kemi Fadero Wellness Link is a 
wellbeing coaching consultancy, 
helping organisations and 
individuals achieve healthy 
wellbeing goals.  
For more information contact  
kemi@wellnesslink.co.uk  
or visit - www.wellnesslink.co.uk

Vicky Anning I am a freelance 
writer & editor with more 
than 20 years’ experience 
– working with clients in 
Cambridge and beyond. Find 
me at www.vickyanning.co.uk

CambridgeSpace   
CURUFC – Grange Road 
Cambridge CB3 9BN  
www.cambridgespace.co 
Call us on: 07494 038195
Email: hello@cambridgespace.co
Twitter: @cambridgespace

Adaptability of the space, flexible 
memberships and access to 
equipment, stood head and 
shoulders above the other offerings 
in Cambridge.
Carol Davidson

“
“

Jim Doyle Energetic 
Consultant accelerating 
property sales and clearing 
the history of the past for the 
property and the owners. 
@jimjdoyle
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Serve And Volley Travel

Aged 13, Paul Bonnington was in the top 10 tennis players in the country for his age 
group, tipped for a stellar future in the game. By 15, he was coaching juniors and adults 
at Meldreth Tennis Club and competing in national events.

Faced with a life-defining decision - go pro or carve out an academic career - he chose 
academia, heading to arguably the world’s finest sports university, Loughborough, 
alongside elite athletes Paula Radcliffe and Gary Lough (Mo Farah’s coach). But he 
always knew he’d return to tennis.

That ‘return’ happened when Cambridgeshire Lawn Tennis Association appointed Paul 
as Community Tennis Coach at Comberton Village College. Prior to that he’d worked 
in the Sports Division of the UK’s leading educational travel provider, taking young 
people around the globe to play international fixtures and receive professional coaching.

After 18 months teaching at various schools, Paul took on his current role as Head 
Coach at Haslingfield Lawn Tennis Club. Under his inspiring leadership, membership 
has swelled to 320 players (aged 3 to 80), with former British Number 2 player Danny 
Sapsford a regular visitor.

Not one to rest on his laurels, Paul’s just launched exciting new business, Serve 
&amp; Volley Travel, which will take children and adults to some of the world’s finest 
destinations for top-level tennis coaching. Since 2017, Paul has been running tours to 
Biograd na Moru, on Croatia’s stunning Dalmation coast, and Serve and Volley will 
expand the operation to luxurious resorts, Aphrodite Hills in Cyprus, and Forte Village, 
Sardinia, which have elite training academies.

Paul’s inaugural tours launch Spring 2020, with participants promised exceptional 
coaching in small groups. Serve and Volley is the culmination of an extraordinary tennis 
career which began when Paul picked up a racquet, aged six, and seems the perfect 
match for this skilled, passionate sportsman, who, to this day, describes the joy of 
coaching as ‘tremendously life changing’. The sky’s the limit!

37, The Elms, Haslingfield Cambridge CB23 1ND
Telephone 01223 871115
www.serveandvolleytravel.co.uk

Form The Future

How many of us can say we do a job that truly makes a difference? Anne Bailey can wear 
that badge with pride as every day, she – and her dedicated team – help to empower 
young people to ‘dream big’. Anne founded Form the Future in 2015, with business 
partner Michaela Eschbach, to connect students to a world of career opportunities by 
linking schools and businesses. The benefits are two-fold; enthusiastic young minds gain 
inspiration and skills, whilst volunteers experience the feel-good factor of helping the 
next generation.

Anne had previously worked for corporates such as BT, which ran education 
programmes within schools – and when she moved to Cambridge (her children at 
secondary school), she became concerned at the system’s focus on exam results, and lack 
of practical career advice. So she began approaching schools about the possibility of 
engaging with local companies – and so the journey began.

Form the Future’s work sees staff from large firms including ARM, Marshall and 
Cambridge University Hospitals, alongside smaller indies, give their time to share their 
career stories, helping make students curious about their own potential.

Regular events include Enterprise Days, with scholars tasked to come up with 
imaginative product ideas. There’s the Cambridge LaunchPad Project, focusing on 
making science, technology, engineering and maths more inclusive (students recently 
visited Amazon’s Cambridge HQ to learn how to programme an Alexa App).

There’s also practical help on creating sparkling CVs, interview techniques, careers 
advice, work experience placements and apprenticeship opportunities.

Though Anne’s team is small – four full time and 10 part-time – their impact is huge, 
helping around 20,000 students, aged eight upwards, each year. They’ve recently 
expanded into schools in Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire, Essex, Suffolk and Norwich, and 
thanks to their Erasmus programme, Form the Future is now in demand in Norway, 
Finland and Denmark. This amazing Cambridge-based business looks set to go global!

47-51 Norfolk Street, Cambridge, CB1 2LD
Telephone: 01223 781296
www.formthefuture.org.uk
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Bodywork Company 
25-29 Glisson Road, Cambridge CB1 2HA
Telephone 01223 314461
www.bodyworkcompany.co.uk

It’s an internationally-renowned dance company producing West End stars, alumni 
include Caroline Flack and Louie Spence, and its classes are so popular the 500-strong 
children’s theatre school has a waiting list. It’s fair to say Bodywork Company Cambridge 
is a class act, offering top-level professional training, but its beginnings were very humble.

The brainchild of professional dancers Theresa and Patrick Kerr, who had performed 
on cruise ships the world over and brought street dance from New York to British TV 
screens, Bodywork essentially began with a disco class. Patrick was working with the 
choreographer of Saturday Night Fever, and he and Theresa launched a class based 
around the movie’s iconic moves. Booking a small hall on Christ’s Pieces, they rocked up 
with their record player to find a massive queue. Students even clambered in through the 
windows, such was the demand!

And so Bodywork began, moving to its current premises in 1983, converting the 
furniture warehouse on Glisson Road into four beautiful dance studios. The dynamic 
company has since grown organically, key milestones including the introduction of a 
pioneering foundation course and a Level 6 Diploma in Dance and Musical Theatre, 
receiving government accreditation, and in 2015, launching a BTEC qualification in 
Performing Arts.

Bodywork’s adult classes, including ballet, commercial and hip hop, are incredibly 
popular, and dancers travel from Australia, America and South Africa to study at the 
college. No wonder really, as the majority of Theresa’s 23 dance teachers are bona fide 
West End stars.

Clearly a success on the international stage, Bodywork manages to retain a family feel. 
Young dancers are given wonderful support, something Theresa believes is essential in 
such a tough industry. With graduates regularly returning to HQ to become Bodywork’s 
next generation of dance teachers, it’s a family that will continue to flourish.
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Laird Hatters
4, Green Street, Cambridge CB2 3JU
Telephone 01223 356820
www.lairdhatters.com

What have supermodel Naomi Campbell, rapper Will.i.am, gritty gangster drama Peaky 
Blinders and high fashion glossies Tatler and Vogue have in common? It transpires 
they are all dedicated followers of Laird Hatters, the brand’s distinguished headwear 
having graced the heads of hundreds of celebrities and catwalk models and the pages of 
numerous magazines.

Established in 2009 by Zofia and Alex Torun-Shaw, with a ready-to-wear store on 
London’s Columbia Road, Laird has since flourished to four outlets in the capital, and – 
thankfully for us – its largest shop in Cambridge.

Located on one of our prettiest thoroughfares, Green street, amid a host of independents, 
Laird is a hat lover’s paradise, with a collection ranging from sophisticated Sinatra trilbies 
and casual Brooklyn tweed caps to dainty woollen cloches and cool Panamas.

With a friendly team led by the enthusiastic Faye Gilbert-Brown, it’d be almost 
impossible not to find a statement piece to suit. All hats are handmade in Britain using 
traditional methods, and created predominantly in fur, wool and tweed, sourced in the 
UK, Ireland and Ecuador. Shapes are traditional but with a modern twist and a rich 
colour palette, aimed at a unisex market.

Among the bestsellers are the Hunter woollen fedora, the plush fur-felt Alfred trilby, the 
all-American Brooklyn flat cap and the Crushable range (quite literally headwear which 
will crush, then spring back to perfection).

Come the summer Panamas – handwoven in Ecuador from the finest toquilla palm and 
finished by Laird on British soil – prove a popular choice.

With customers ranging from tourists and fashionistas to groomsmen, the store is 
always busy. And true old-fashioned customer service remains key. There’s even a crystal 
decanter of whisky by the till, so once you’ve selected your dashing deer stalker or suave 
Sicilian cap, you can celebrate with a wee dram. Now that’s customer service – and some! 
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Bridges

A zesty aroma of freshly-squeezed citrus fruit greets you as you step off one of 
Cambridge’s busiest streets, into Bridges café. Owners Meggy and Chan Yip have 
been juicing at home for years (they’re both the picture of health!) and introduced the 
revitalizing thirst-quenchers eight years ago. Made to order, the juices and smoothies – 
including immune boosting ginger, pear and apple, heart-healthy kale, cucumber and 
apple, and cold-busting onion, garlic, celery and ginger – use the best-quality produce 
from Cambridge Organic Food Company.

Alongside these, Bridges serve a variety of homemade cakes, ranging from decadent 
sea-salt fudge brownie and Italian cannoli, to gluten-free lemon drizzle cake and apple 
and cinnamon vegan slices. Many are low-sugar options. There’s a delicious menu of 
seasonal soups, salads and deep pan quiches, plus toasted sandwiches and paninis with 
original fillings such as chickpea, curry and mango chutney. Then there’s the speciality 
Asian stir-fries (Thai green curry, udon noodles, satay chicken) cooked in small batches 
daily, using marinated free-range meat from a local butcher, traditional spices and 
colourful veg. These are Meggy and Chan’s favourite home-cooked dishes, tried and 
tested by the couple’s children and friends. And this is one of many appealing aspects 
of this family-run business, which opened in 1997 as Bridges Patisserie, serving tea and 
takeaway cakes, but over time has introduced seating and embraced heathier cuisine.

As a customer, you feel like one of the extended family, savouring an aromatic coffee at 
the panoramic window seat or grabbing lunch at one of the tables lovingly handmade 
by Chan.

Alongside the cafe, Bridges caters for corporate events (nearby colleges are regular 
clients), serving elegant canapés, hearty baguettes, freshly toasted sourdough and 
appetising oriental dishes. Meggy and Chan hope to expand this arm of the business, 
while continuing to offer healthy eating in the heart of Cambridge.

20 Bridge Street, Cambridge CB2 1UF
Telephone 01223 300800
www.bridgescambridge.co.uk

Jacks on Trinity

To survive on a High Street crowded by corporate giants, which can squeeze out sole 
traders, Indies face a real challenge. Anne Bannell – owner of city centre gift shops Jacks 
on Trinity and Giles & Co – had the prudence to recognise this, and has prospered 
thanks to continually diversifying. Starting out selling own-design chunky knits, she 
opened Anne Rowena on Trinity Street in 1985. Husband Steve, a policeman, joined 
the team after the couple’s first child was born, and in the mid-90s they launched a 
range of T-shirts printed with classic Cambridge scenes. These zoomed off the shelves, 
and as the tourist trade picked up, while the knitting business struggled, they rebranded 
as Giles & Co, focusing on Cambridge apparel.

In 1997, Anne took on the lease of number 34 Trinity Street, initially as a continuation 
of Giles & Co, then transforming it into much-loved gift boutique Breeze, selling 
beautiful stationery, homeware and Christmas decorations. It flourished for a while, but 
the opening of the Grand Arcade, plus some severe winters hit trade hard. Recognising 
the value of Cambridge’s booming tourist trade, Anne launched Jacks on Trinity in 
2013, specialising in gifts inspired by Cambridge and the ‘best of Britain’. It was a 
smart move, and six years on, Jacks continues to celebrate all things quintessentially 
Cambridge and proudly British. Best-sellers include Union Jack and London 
Underground-inspired tea towels, keyrings and magnets, Cambridge University-crested 
hoodies, Dr Who paraphernalia and a magical Harry Potter collection, housed in a 
Hogwarts-esque room. There you can lay muggle mitts on wands, scarves and wizard 
capes, notebooks, character clothing and figurines.

Anne and Steve’s son William has taken over the running of Jacks and Giles & Co, and 
the couple hope that by continuing to adapt to changing trends, the businesses will 
prosper for at least another 30 years.

 

34 Trinity Street, Cambridge CB2 1TB
Telephone 01223 354403
www.jacksontrinity.co.uk



22 the indie | Autumn/Winter 2019       www.indiecambridge.com

Weir Associates

Weir Associates was founded in 2013 by Iain Weir, a Chartered Management 
Accountant. After almost 20 years of working in various industries, from business 
support services to retail and wholesale, to medical marketing and communications, 
Iain decided it was time to take the leap and set up his own company.

Iain hasn’t looked back since and the independent company has lots to offer, whether 
you’re a start- up looking to set off on the right foot or an established business looking 
to grow further. Weir Associates is focussed on making a real difference to their clients’ 
lives and to achieve this place great emphasis on understanding your business model 
so it can work with you to get the best results. Alongside providing a wealth of formal 
accountancy services, offering everything from bookkeeping to financial planning, Weir 
Associates offers business coaching. Iain firmly believes this element of the business 
compliments the more formal accountancy side with every client receiving an annual 
Complimentary Client Review where you can set and review your goals. Weir Associates 
also holds regular ‘boardroom style’ events, which enable business owners to learn more 
about running a better business together with the opportunity to network with other 
like-minded business owners.

As an independent company Weir Associates is proud to offer a personal and friendly 
approach and is always happy to chat with prospective clients, no matter what their size 
or requirements. Operating in and around Cambridge and Saffron Walden, meetings 
can be held at the Allia Future Business Centre at Kings Hedges Road in Cambridge, in 
your own premises or at a venue to suit. So, if you’re looking to improve your business 
and gain a better work/life balance in the process, get in touch with Weir Associates 
today and see how your business can boom.

Allia Future Business Centre, King Hedges Road, Cambridge CB4 2HY
Telephone 01223 781200
www.weirassociates.co.uk

Cambridge Classics

If you own a period house, then you will no doubt love the original features you get in 
these types of properties. Cosy open fire places, pretty cornice detailing, and original 
fixtures and fittings are all part of the picture. Another important feature – both from 
the inside and outside – are traditional period windows. Sadly, some of these have been 
replaced with less than attractive alternatives or, over the years, the original windows are 
now in need of some TLC. If this is the case, then it’s time to give Cambridge Classics a 
call.

From traditional windows including sash, casement and Norfolk slider through to lovely 
wooden shutters; classic bespoke doors and interior and exterior decorating, Cambridge 
Classics aims to provide all these with the highest level of quality and service. And 
they’re not just about the looks. The double-glazed windows are made using energy-
efficient glass and the space between the glass is filled with Argon gas which saves heat 
loss through the glazing. This also means less noise coming in from outside, so you can 
truly enjoy your period home in comfort.

Cambridge Classics are owned by husband and wife team Stuart & Camilla Carter. They 
have recently moved their hardworking and reliable team into new premises on Cherry 
Hinton Road where they are currently creating a brand new show room.

Cambridge Classics have also started to create their own bespoke joinery items which 
means you can now shop with the confidence knowing that your bespoke handmade 
wooden windows and doors are locally made by a truly independent Cambridge 
business.

105 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1 7BS
Telephone 01223 491910
www.cambridgeclassics.co.uk
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Linford Joinery
217B Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1 7DA
Telephone 07449 834098
www.linfordjoinery.co.uk

‘Beautiful works in wood’ sums up Linford Joinery perfectly. James Linford is a time-
served bench joiner, specialising in bespoke fitted and free-standing furniture, doors and 
windows. Every piece is meticulously handmade at the Cherry Hinton Road workshop 
and finished in natural oils or high-quality paint to match your decoration scheme. 

If you’re thinking it’s time to upgrade a flimsy flatpack solution or make better use of 
space, James can build you a great looking storage solution which will really fit the 
bill. He’s produced solid beech bookshelves with adjustable shelves to house important 
academic books, designed wardrobes with sliding doors for compact living spaces and 
fitted window seats in bay windows with toy cupboards underneath for busy families.

And then there is the ‘Cubed’ range of free-standing furniture. Available as open cabinets 
or fitted with doors and drawers, they are perfect for storage and display, ideal for vinyl 
records, art or oversized books. Based on the good old cube, it’s easy to combine these in 
lots of different ways to create your own unique solution. 

Joinery solutions are one of the most attractive ways to enhance any property and, with a 
bit of help from James, you can create a truly individual home.

Henry Rose Interiors

It’s been just 18 months since Henry Rose Interiors opened up shop on Cherry Hinton 
Road providing a bespoke kitchen, bedroom and bathroom service to the Cambridge 
area and beyond.

For owners Gabi, who can be found in the company’s inviting showroom, and Lee, 
who has over 25 years’ experience as an installer, Henry Rose is the result of many years 
of hard work and planning – and the couple are delighted to have taken the leap into 
owning and running their own business.

Named after family members, the business offers a one-stop-shop for customers looking 
for a new kitchen, bedroom or bathroom. Whatever the size of the project, whether 
you’re looking to turn your family bathroom into a modern wet room or take the plunge 
and renovate your whole property, the team at Henry Rose Interiors have the skills and 
expertise to manage your project from the idea stage through to completion.

Customers will receive an initial consultation which, depending on the project, will 
take place either at the showroom, or in your own home. Just like no two people are the 
same, Gabi and Lee believe no two kitchens are the same, and therefore place a lot of 
importance on listening to their customers in order to come up with a plan that meets 
their exact requirements.

Offering both contemporary and traditional designs, customers can choose from a wide 
range of products, appliances and finishes from a selection of superior brands – all of 
which Lee has worked with throughout his career. Alongside Lee, Henry Rose uses a 
small team of local, independent subcontractors to assist on the installation side of the 
business, and is also happy to offer a supply-only service.

So, if you’re looking to update your home look no further than Henry Rose Interiors and 
let your dreams become a reality.

208 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1 7AW
Telephone 01223 213231
www.henryroseinteriors.com



24 the indie | Autumn/Winter 2019       www.indiecambridge.com

Sue Rapley Art
Glebe House, 1 High Street, Barton, Cambridge CB23 7BG
www.suerapley.co.uk

For Cambridge-based contemporary artist, Sue Rapley, inspiration for her work is found 
daily – in her way of life and in her local surroundings. From early childhood; at her home 
just outside Cambridge, and on regular family holidays to the North Norfolk coast, Sue has 
always been fascinated with the wild beauty of the natural world around her. Locally, the 
meadows nearby have inspired her landscape pieces and daily walks with her dogs allow her 
to explore and respond to the ever-changing environment she believes bring nourishment, 
joy and peace to our lives. 

Working from her light-filled garden studio and painting predominately with oils, Sue 
translates these natural influences in an expressive way, using her visual memory to capture the 
essence of a moment – to create a response, a feeling, an emotion. Layers and textures are built 
up with strokes of her palette knife to create a sense of actually being there in the landscape, 
and her vibrant colour palette is closely linked to the influences of the changing seasons.

Developing her own skills and exploring the painting process is also an important part of 
Sue’s creative life. From her student days at art school in Brighton, to recently attending 
a course in expressive landscape painting in Cornwall, Sue embraces the opportunity to 
experiment with more fluid pieces of work and nurture her painting practice.

Hosting regular events from her studio gives Sue the opportunity to connect with clients 
and share her creative journey. She’s also a member of Cambridge Open Studios and 
other local network groups, and her watercolours can also be seen in the highly acclaimed 
Cambridge Art Book.

Sue’s work can be seen at galleries and art events across the UK and is represented by  
The Darryl Nantais Gallery in Linton, VK Gallery in St Ives and The Robin’s Nest Gallery in 
Berkshire. Her clients include both private and corporate collectors including Addenbrooke’s 
Arts who acquired two paintings from her Spring 2017 collection for a new Treatment Unit at 
the hospital. It’s also possible to browse (and buy from) her collections via her website.

Knitting Needle Lane
41 Walpole Road, Cambridge CB1 3TH
Telephone 01223 561865
www.knittingneedlelane.co.uk

Although already busy running a local business, when her favourite local knitting shop 
closed, Cambridge resident Camilla Carter felt inspired to provide other knitting fans 
with the knitting and crocheting supplies they would need to carry on enjoying their 
hobby. Camilla herself learned to knit aged seven, and now aims to provide a modern 
take on knitting with traditional tools - thus Knitting Needle Lane was created.

After many hours of carefully cataloguing and uploading items, Knitting Needle Lane’s 
online shop now offers a fantastic range of knitting goodies including locally-dyed, 
bespoke hand-dyed yarns and craft packs. The range of yarns feature soft baby, classic 
and chunky through to beautiful Merino and rainbow yarns. There’s sections too for 
accessories, patterns, knitting needles and crochet hooks plus some great gift ideas to treat 
the knitting fan in your life!

As well as the online shop, Camilla is keen to share her passion directly with others and 
so if you fancy a chat or have a question, or just want to browse through the range of 
supplies, Camilla is always happy to meet customers at the Knitting Needle Lane HQ in 
Cambridge. From here she also runs a large selection of workshops – just head on over 
online to book a space – from yarn-dying through to Knitting & Crochet techniques 
– each workshop offers light home-baked refreshments and all the goodies you need to 
complete your workshop all popped into a reusable Knitting Needle Lane tote bag!
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A very special 
business 
opportunity
Every day Primavera’s 
director Jeremy Waller gets 
inspiration from the visitors 
he meets, and the new 
contacts he makes amongst 
the artworld. He devotes 
his time to creating a sense 
of colour, texture and 

shape and contrasting values, by carefully selecting and 
deciding where to display each of the 8,000 beautiful items. 
This makes for a complex showcase – filling every possible 
space in an ordered and balanced way – something Jeremy,  
as an artist himself, grew up with, surrounded by interesting 
family paintings and objects.  

Jeremy is now looking for a new collaborator/investor, based  
at King’s Parade, to bring fresh ideas and further develop the 
business. If you are a supporter of the independent scene 
in Cambridge, who enjoys interacting with artists and the 
public, please contact Jeremy through the contact details for 
the gallery above. 

Primavera
10 King’s Parade, Cambridge CB2 1SJ
Telephone 01223 357708
www.primaveragallery.co.uk 

Did you know that the small shop front across from the entrance of King’s College conceals 
such a large collection of British contemporary jewellery; art and craft; paintings and prints; 
household ceramics and glass; bronze, ceramic, glass and wooden sculptures; cards, scarves 
and ties – a real treasure trove by 450 British artists? 

Step inside and experience the thrill of exploring each of the seven rooms on three floors, 
where you can compare one item to another – encouraged by a member of Primavera’s 
friendly team to touch and hold the artwork. This makes Primavera such a different 
experience from the internet. 

There is immediate availability, at a range of prices and choices, yet you are paying no more 
than at Cambridge Open Studios or online, and at the heart of the Primavera (meaning 
‘spring’ in Italian) experience is the knowledge that your money is spent supporting British 
artists, many of them local.

With arched doorways, low ceilings, crooked corridors and stairs, and its amazing location 
and views, Primavera is a bold contrast to other galleries. Each piece is commissioned direct 
from the artist – a process which forges great relationships and enables the gallery to learn 
the story behind every item. 

Items on display include collectible ceramics by Lucie Rie and Bernard Leach (both of 
whom personally sold their work from Primavera); jewellery by Arthur Gaskin, Wendy 
Ramshaw, Malcolm Betts and many wonderful local jewellers; glass sculptures by Peter 
Layton and Amanda Brisbane. 

Whether you are just wanting to browse and enjoy the experience, looking to make a 
personal investment, seeking a unique painting to hang in your house, searching for the 
right piece of handmade jewellery for that particular outfit that fits your budget, or simply 
wanting to pick up an original birthday card, Primavera will have something for you. 
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Ian Olsson Wedding Photography
Telephone 07731 379727 
www.ianolssonweddings.com

An extraordinary childhood growing up in some of the world’s most picture-perfect 
locales, from Thailand and Turkey to Bahrain and Brunei inspired a spirit of wanderlust 
in Ian Olsson from an early age. With breath-taking beaches, stunning temples and 
phenomenal scenery on his doorstep, he began shooting his surroundings on his faithful 
Minolta camera. And so began a love affair with photography, which has seen him carve 
out a successful career in the industry and earn a reputation for his creativity, friendliness 
and professionalism.

Ian became a full-time photographer over a decade ago and loves living in Cambridge 
with wife Hannah, a BBC journalist, and cute cockapoo puppy, Leo.

Ian has always loved photographing weddings, saying they’re the perfect combination of 

portraits, action shots, close up details and landscapes, plus everyone is always in such a 
happy mood! His relaxed, friendly and natural style has led him to photograph over 200 
wonderful weddings. You’ll find him quietly in the background capturing all the fun, 
excitement and emotion. 

He knows from his own wedding how much effort goes into all the details and how 
quickly the day goes by, so it’s a privilege to be able to preserve these memories for 
couples. Talking of preserving memories, Ian is keen to point out how seriously he 
takes his backups. After sadly losing everything in a house fire recently, a couple whose 
wedding he photographed ten years ago got in touch, thinking there was no way he 
would still have their precious photos. How excellent to say he still had them! 

As well as the enjoyment of the day itself, Ian loves receiving feedback from his wedding 
couples. His photos are often described as ‘fantastic’, ‘beautiful’, and ‘absolutely amazing’. 

Ian has photographed weddings all over the UK and Europe, but it’s hard to beat some 
of the stunning venues we have on our doorstep in Cambridgeshire, from the majestic 
colleges to rustic DIY tipi weddings on the family farm, and everything in between.
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Studio 24
50 St. Stephen’s Place, Cambridge CB3 0JE
Telephone 01223 328017
www.studio24.net

One theme that is often common to independent businesses is their passion for investing 
both culturally and commercially in the place where they are based (something global 
corporates generally aren’t very good at!).

Take Cambridge-based indie Studio 24 as an example. An award-winning digital 
agency working with clients across many sectors – from major infrastructure projects 
such as Crossrail and HS2 through to clients in arts and culture like Cambridge Live 
and Cambridge Arts Theatre and the charitable/not-for-profit sector with work for the 
Animal Health Trust and CBM, an international Christian disability and development 
organisation. 

The work they carry out for their clients ranges from strategy and planning, content 
creation, design and technology development alongside digital marketing, hosting, training 
and support. This breadth of client-base and services offered also reflects the variation in 
budgets Studio 24 are presented with. Major web development is not inexpensive, but 
conversely the team find the charity sector work challenging budget-wise but also incredibly 
rewarding. Whatever the size of the project or the budget, Studio 24 make it a priority to 
point clients in the right direction for their digital needs from the very start.    

All very impressive, but there is something else that makes Studio 24 more than just 
‘another web company’. Speak for just a few moments with Founder and Managing 
Director Simon Jones, and you soon realise you are talking to someone passionate 
and committed to the long-term wealth of both the commercial and cultural sides of 
Cambridge. As a company Studio 24 regularly takes on interns and work experience 
students – from around the UK and Europe, and Simon himself has been involved in 
technology-related community groups such as Refresh Cambridge, the Web Standards 
Project and he currently runs PHP Cambridge. He’s also a trustee of the Cambridge Film 
Trust for which Studio 24 not only sponsors the Film Festival’s digital requirements but 
Simon and the team take on voluntary roles for too.  

So, once again, a local independent business run by a ‘real’ person, making a huge 
contribution to what makes Cambridge such a richly diverse place to live and work.

The Art Hound Gallery

If you are an indie fan and you live in or near Cambridge, there’s a high chance you 
have visited the true indie enclave that is Burwash Manor. With its award-winning farm 
shop, tea room, boutiques and spa, all housed in beautifully converted barn buildings, 
it is a real treat and since the end of 2016, art lovers have a particular reason to go with 
the opening of a very unique gallery - The Art Hound Gallery.

It all began in 2012, when the team were based on the King’s Road in Fulham, London. 
Having sold online to celebrity private clients, to the trade and the UK’s top art fairs - it 
was time to open a permanent gallery space to take their stock direct to the public.

Exhibiting and selling works by internationally recognised British artists such as Tracy 
Emin, Damien Hirst, and Gavin Turk; Pop Art by Andy Warhol, Peter Blake, and 
Eduardo Paolozzi, and Urban Art by Pure Evil, Bambi and Shepard Fairey, the Gallery 
also showcases work from some of the most talented and promising emerging artists 
from London, the UK and around the world including Lauren Baker, Steve Smythe, 
Terry Pastor and David Studwell.

Works from the print studios of Master Printers Kip Gresham and Francois Pont are 
displayed alongside lithographic prints by Henri Matisse, Pablo Picasso, and Marc 
Chagall from the famous Mourlot Studios in Paris. There really are no limits to what 
you can find: as well as paintings and original prints there’s a fine selection of jewellery 
and cards - all with a great range of prices.

The gallery is open Tuesday to Sunday and by appointment on Mondays, so there’s 
always someone there to answer queries and handle requests - and they promise no 
pretentious answers. Remember too, as well as art, the team love dogs, so if you have 
your own hound - bring them along too!

Burwash Manor, New Road, Barton, Cambridge CB23 7EY 
Telephone 01223 262033
www.thearthoundgallery.com 
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The Darryl Nantais Gallery

Art galleries can be intimidating places, stark white walls displaying meticulously-
mounted paintings, floorboards that creak unforgivingly, and staff that appear to be 
surveying the depth of your pockets. Not so at The Darryl Nantais Gallery, housed in 
a charming listed building on Linton’s chocolate box High Street. Here, the welcome 
is warm, down-to-earth proprietor Karl Backhurst likening his gallery to a friend’s 
sitting room, albeit one resplendent with wondrous watercolours, atmospheric oil 
paintings, gorgeous glassware and distinctive jewellery, sourced from local, national and 
international artists.

Karl, an avid art collector and self-taught painter, who previously worked in investment 
before becoming a stay-at-home-dad, launched the gallery – named after close friend 
and artist Darryl – in 2001.

Choosing art inspired by his ‘love of colour, texture and expression’, Karl exhibits a 
diverse portfolio, including Magdalena Morey’s vibrant evocative paintings , best-
selling artist Brian Seymour’s wild and windswept landscapes and Ophelia Redpath’s 
delightfully whimsical pieces. There’s Katie Lynn’s quirky ‘Molten Wonky’ fused glass 
gifts, Peter Blake’s distinctive pop art, Bex Burston’s retro glass coasters, and John 
Glover’s incredibly life-like portraiture and expressive landscapes. The list goes on – and 
Karl counts all his artists as friends.

Keen to showcase the gallery’s talent to a wider audience, Karl – and wife Trina – 
regularly exhibit at the country’s best art fairs, including the prestigious Affordable Art 
Fair. This year, the team, constituting Karl, Trina and their equally-artistic daughter 
and son, launched a ‘travelling name’ for the gallery, Linton59, a contemporary and 
memorable moniker to attract new interest at shows.

Aside from displaying desirable art, Karl offers a framing and restoring service, 
breathing new life into neglected treasures, from paintings to pianos!

Incredibly passionate about his work, whether renovating an ornate frame or unveiling 
extraordinary talent, Karl is doing an awesome job of making art accessible and 
enjoyable to all.

59 High Street, Linton, Cambridgeshire CB21 4HS
Telephone 01223 891289 or 07787 517825
www.linton59.co.uk

Daisy Chain

Daisy Chain is a bit like an art gallery, with its assortment of lovingly-curated gifts;  
walls hung with vibrant scarfs, distinctive bags and adorable baby grows, cabinets 
showcasing contemporary jewellery and tables laden with scented candles, soft-back 
journals and reed diffusers.

The curators of this gallery of gorgeousness are friends Lesley Nunn and Alison Douglas, 
who are both passionate about tracking down gifts which are a little bit different. In fact, 
they won’t stock anything in the shop that they wouldn’t shell out for themselves.

The friends both have backgrounds in retail (Alison had a shop in Cottenham and 
Lesley worked for John Lewis), and often chatted about setting up shop together. So 
when their current premises in an idyllic spot overlooking the duck pond in Histon, 
came on the market back in 2005, they took the leap.

Over the years, they’ve fine-tuned their product range to reflect what both they and 
their loyal customers love. Greetings card are Lesley’s passion – there’s seven stands of 
them in store – and she tends to choose chic, pared-back styles, which are not widely 
available locally. Daisy Chain’s baby selection is hugely popular, a mix of cute clothing, 
bandana bibs, pretty muslins and cuddly Jellycat bears and bunnies. Jewellery sells very 
well, Carrie Elspeth’s colourful pieces, handmade in Wales, a favourite. And the store’s 
bestsellers are bright ceramic hearts featuring uplifting words or personalised messages by 
Yorkshire-based indie Jamali Annay.

Aside from the impressive merchandise, it’s the friendly customer service which sets 
Daisy Chain apart. You can find the shop on Facebook (Daisy Chain Histon), but they 
really would rather folk came in for a visit in person, in fact most of Alison and Lesley’s 
clients are now good friends and will happily pop in for a chitchat and a browse. Daisy 
Chain has clearly become a highlight of Histon’s vibrant High Street, the undisputed 
home of lovely gifts and lovely people.

2 High Street, Histon, Cambridge, CB24 9LG
Telephone: 01223 232121
www.daisychainhiston.co.uk
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Babylon Arts

Babylon Arts may have a small team behind it, but the Ely-based charity is having a big 
impact on the local arts scene.

The organisation, which celebrates its 25th anniversary this year, includes the Babylon 
Gallery, which is located on the Cathedral city’s pretty riverside, and the Ely Cinema, a 
second screening cinema, which can be found just a stone’s throw from the gallery.

Visitors to the gallery will find a light and airy exhibition space with regularly changing 
works from artists across East Anglia. In the last year the small but perfectly formed 
space has exhibited over 165 artists’ work, something Chief Executive Claire Somerville 
and the team are rightfully proud of.

Exhibitions vary in length from three to five-week runs, and showcase a mix of media 
including, ceramics, etchings, paintings and drawings. The artists behind the work 
varies too and visitors are just as likely to see displays produced by professional artists as 
they are local school and community groups.

Claire has been at the helm for a little over a year and with a background in the 
Performing Arts she has added a selection of dance events to the mix for children and 
their grown-ups to enjoy.

In the gallery’s gift shop, you’ll find great gift ideas produced by the artists alongside 
quirky brands Powder and Green Pebble cards. The gallery’s exhibition space doubles up 
as the venue for Babylon Arts’ monthly study days where people can learn more about a 
particular artist or genre, and is also available to hire for private events.

At the cinema, the monthly listing includes box office favourites alongside screenings 
from Royal Opera House Live, National Theatre Live and Encore and Royal 
Shakespeare Company.

So, if you haven’t visited the gallery or cinema before, or perhaps haven’t been for a 
while, why not pop by and see it for yourself?

The exhibition featured in the photos is: Anglian Potters ‘Makers in Clay’ (Oct 2019)

Waterside, Ely, Cambridgeshire CB7 4AU
Telephone 01353 616991
www.babylonarts.org.uk

Country Kitchen
21 Church Street, Haslingfield, Cambridge CB23 1JE
Telephone: 01223 874284
www.ckhaslingfield.co.uk

Unusually Country Kitchen (aka CK), is owned and managed by a collective – a group 
of local residents from Haslingfield and the surrounding area, who are all passionate 
about running this wonderful village shop. Being a real part of the area gives all the 
owners a massive personal investment in everything they do and makes CK feel more 
like a traditional ‘heart of the community’ shop. A visit to CK offers something more 
than just the usual deli-style shopping experience.

The team searches out top-quality produce from a fine range of local suppliers – from 
fresh fruit, meat and vegetables to artisan bread, cheese and charcuterie. Fresh fish is also 
available once a week to order. Honey, jams and chutneys, cakes and other treats such as 
wine and beers are sold, plus a great selection of cards and gifts sourced from local artists 
and artisans where possible.

On offer too is a good choice of sugar-free, gluten-free, dairy-free, vegetarian, vegan, and 
other dietary and lifestyle products.

What really makes CK a big hit both with locals and visitors are the gorgeous homemade 
cooked meals. Meat and vegetarian tray bakes such as cottage pie, chilli, lasagne, 
macaroni cheese are made daily to take out. For lunch, fresh filled baguettes, jacket 
potatoes, panini, home-made sausage rolls, soup, quiche and salads are on offer alongside 
tea/coffee-to-go. Corporate lunches are also provided to local businesses.

CK will make up gift hampers for a special occasion – just ask one of the friendly team. 
They are also always willing to suggest or offer advice on recipes, ideas and ingredients 
for customers to try out at home.
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Sew Knit Craft

How do you relax? Practice yoga? Exercise mindfulness? For Irena Spence, calmness 
comes the minute she picks up her trusty knitting needles, selects an exquisite yarn and 
begins working her magic. Able to ‘knit one, purl one’ from the age of five, when she 
stitched a skirt for her dolly, Irena has been hooked ever since. And though her career 
took a different path – she ran her own solicitor’s practice for 18 years, and is now a 
partner in Tees, Cambridge – Irena never gave up on the dream of one day owning a 
craft shop. So, when the opportunity arose to take over Sew Creative on King Street, 
Irena took the plunge.

That was in June 2018, and now trading as Sew Knit Craft Ltd, the store has become 
a crafter’s paradise, packed to the rafters with wool, fabrics, buttons, dyes, needles and 
haberdashery.

There’s an assortment of sewing machines in the window, from top brands Janome, 
Bernina and Pfaff - and the store offers machine servicing.

A large back room boasts a dizzying array of wool, in every conceivable hue, from the 
likes of King Cole, Sirdar and Stylecraft.

Take the bunting-clad stairs to the first floor, and the walls are a sea of fabrics, in a 
kaleidoscope of colours, featuring contemporary prints (Lewis & Irene), luxurious 
designs (Liberty) and seasonal patterns (Moda).

Keen to create ‘a craft hub’, Irena launched the very popular ‘Knit & Natter’ sessions on 
Mondays, where like-minded folk gather to crochet and knit over a cuppa.

There’s also a variety of workshops, including beginners knitting, beginners crochet, 
felting, and dress-making.

So, if you are craving a break from life’s treadmill, pop in and talk to Irena, or one of 
her four incredibly-knowledgeable staff. You will soon catch the crafting bug!

58 King Street, Cambridge CB1 1LN
Telephone 01223 350691
www.sewknitcraft.co.uk

Clarendon Street Veterinary Surgery

Taking a poorly pet to the vets can be an anxiety-inducing experience both for the 
owner and their furry friend. Practices can be cold and clinical, a far cry from James 
Herriot’s charmingly nostalgic depiction in All Creatures Great and Small. That’s not 
the case, however, at Clarendon Street Veterinary Surgery, which feels immediately 
welcoming, from the bowl of dog biscuits perched invitingly on the windowsill and 
contented cat Calypsa snoozing in the reception in-tray, to the cards of thanks from 
grateful owners and the friendly staff buzzing around.

The small community practice in the centre of Cambridge has been run by Patrick Von 
Heimendahl for the past 20 years, providing services including vaccinations, neutering, 
surgery, microchipping and home visits, caring for cats, dogs, rabbits, hamsters, guinea 
pigs, and the occasional chicken!

Growing up on a farm in Germany, tackling everything from ‘mucking out to plucking’, 
it’s hardly surprising Patrick became a vet. However, after two decades as solo practice 
vet, Patrick has brought his niece - fellow vet Harriet O’Riordan – on-board, both to 
help with the workload and ensure the family business remains independent.

With a national trend, which has seen around 70 per cent of veterinary surgeries 
snapped up by corporates, he’s keen for the practice to retain its traditional, friendly 
feel.

Having worked in busy London clinics previously, Harriet is enjoying building a 
rapport with customers and says she often gets three generations of clients in the 
consulting room. Alongside Patrick and Harriet work Sue, Anna, Nancy and Jordanne 
plus surgery cat Zamba, a rescued stray (mum to Calypsa) who spends her time happily 
lounging around in the warmest, sunniest spots. They say cats are very intuitive – and 
clearly Zamba has fallen on her feet/paws to snare this fine surgery as her forever home!

28 Clarendon Street, Cambridge CB1 1JX
Telephone 01223 359021
www.clarendonstreetvets.co.uk
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Café Abantu 
42 Hobson Street, Cambridge CB1 1NL
Telephone 07884 317836
www.cafe-abantu.co.uk

Feeling peckish? Forget the meal deal and tantalise those tastebuds with a bowl of 
steaming South African Bunny Chow or feta-topped flatbread, washed down with a 
beetroot latte or an iced gingerbeet smoothie. If your appetite has been whetted, take a 
stroll down Hobson Street to Café Abantu, ‘The People’s Tearoom’, where owner Wendy 
Slade is serving homemade food so flavoursome it requires no frills. Abantu is the Zulu 
word for ‘people’ and Wendy strongly believes that: ‘a person is a person through other 
people. Affirmation of one’s humanity through recognition of an ‘other’ in his or her 
uniqueness and difference’ - which is why she called her cafe ‘Abantu’.

South-African born Wendy moved into the premises at the end of January 2018, though 
Abantu started life 14 years ago at Manor Farm, Bourn. Back then, concerned about the 
poverty of her birth country, Wendy focused on selling Fairtrade gifts while a friend ran 
the café. But when that friend moved on, Wendy took over the café, discovering a real 
passion for cooking and baking. Once Wendy’s lease expired, she moved her cafe first to 
Wysing Arts in Bourn, before finding her dream Cambridge base.

An intimate yet bright space, Abantu’s focal point is a large chiller, displaying the day’s 
bakes and salads, from rainbow vegetable kebabs and fried butterbean, sorrel, feta and 
sumac to beetroot slaw and Moroccan carrot salad. In homage to her South African 
heritage, Wendy regularly cooks dishes such as Boboti (a fruity meatloaf with an egg 
custard topping) or Chicken a la King.

The majority of the cakes - think luscious carrot and Victoria sponge, chocolate Oreo, 
lemon and courgette - are baked daily. And there’s a variety of thirst-quenchers, from 
fruity loose leaf teas and Fairtrade coffee to smoothies and iced drinks.

Refreshingly Abantu’s menu changes daily. Wendy simply opens the fridge, takes a look 
at the ingredients and gets cooking. So if there’s a glut of aubergines, there’ll be honeyed 
aubergines on the menu that day. See; no frills, just good, honest food.

Thirsty Cambridge

Mitcham’s Corner is the area around the junction of Chesterton Road with Victoria 
Avenue, Victoria Road and Milton Road, just north of the river Cam. It’s home 
to a growing number of fantastic independents including the irrepressible Thirsty 
Cambridge, making this particular corner of CB4 a real indie destination.

Owned by the equally irrepressible Sam Owens, this indie drinks shop and bar aims to 
do things a bit differently - even (some might say) revolutionary! It’s a great little ‘offie/
bottle shop’, with wine categorised by style rather than country, but with a whole lot 
more. There’s plenty of seating for in-house drinking and socialising, and 22 taps (12 
lines of craft beers, 6 lines of wine and even 4 lines of cocktails).

On the food-front, tasty meat, cheese or vegan platters are supplied by Culinaris – 
another great Cambridge indie and a packed weekly schedule of visiting street food 
traders can be found pulling up outside – just keep an eye on Thirsty’s social media to 
find out which van will be there on which night (regulars often include Pizza Mondo, 
Meatless, The Wandering Yak, Buffalo Joe’s and of course the one and only Steak & 
Honour).

As well as their CB4 hangout, shiny and new in 2019 is Thirsty & Hungry in King 
Street. As always with Thirsty, expect great wine and craft beer plus enjoy a weekly 
programme of guest chefs and kitchen pop-ups during the evenings and weekends.

If that wasn’t enough, Thirsty can be found out and about with their hugely popular 
Biergarten events. Popping up around the city, complete with a cavalcade of food 
trucks, bringing fistfuls of fun and of course – a very, very fine selection of the best beer 
and wine Sam can find.

46 Chesterton Road, Cambridge CB4 1EN
Telephone 01223 464436
www.wearethirsty.co.uk
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Being part of a supportive and collaborative community is hugely 
important to us. We love getting involved with local events, interesting 
businesses and people, and we are also very proud to be able to 
support our staff in their lives and interests outside work.

Earlier this year, we were awarded the Gold Award for Investors in 
People which recognises our core values for encouraging teamwork, 
integrity, commitment to client services, promoting excellence and 
personal development.

Inspiring people and creating a flexible, collaborative working 
environment enables everyone on the team to achieve their best.  We 
actively encourage autonomy and professional development which helps 
maintain a high level of expertise and loyalty while also ensuring the 
team are happy, confident and enjoy a good work life balance.   

It’s also really important to us that Individuals are celebrated equally 
for their professional and personal achievements and we work hard to 
extend this commitment to the local community. 

A number of the team play hockey for Newmarket Hockey Club, so this 
year we agreed to sponsor the Club for the 2019/ 2020 season, and 
if you listen to Cambridge Radio 105 on a regular basis you may have 
heard the team chatting to the presenters on everything and anything to 
do with running a business, taxes and protecting your wealth.

“Being able to play a sport I love and share my passion with my 
colleagues is great and I am very proud that CKLG Accountants are 
sponsoring Newmarket Hockey Club and actively supporting the 
work life balance that we all crave for.”  
Stef Heslop, Audit and Business Services Manager at  
CKLG Accountants.

We also regularly support our staff with their personal commitment 
to local and national charities and hold various fund-raising events 
throughout the year. A staff favourite is definitely our cake and biscuit 
sale for Children in Need.

Lawrence Golding, CEO at CKLG Accountants explains:  
“it’s this shared passion for life, away from the accounting and tax 
services, that often resonates with our clients the most and we find 
that many of our clients choose us because of the time we invest 
getting to know them.  

Get in touch:  
CKLG Accountants, 9 Quy Court, Colliers Lane, Stow-cum-Quy, 
Cambridge CB25 9AU 
t 01223 810100  
e help@cklg.co.uk

Your partner in business. 
Your partner in life.

At The Cambridge we want to take the challenge out of buying a home.  
If you’re self employed and are thinking of applying for a mortgage, here 
are the top things we think you need to know: 

1  Regardless of your profession, if you can prove your income and show 
you can afford the repayments, a self employed mortgage could be for 
you 

2  To prove your income at The Cambridge we require the last 2 years’ 
tax calculations and tax year overviews to enable you to apply for any 
mortgage in our range 

3  You can print your own tax calculation and “tax year overview” if you do 
your Self Assessment tax return using HMRC’s online services 

4  We will pay close attention to your income and your outgoings before 
deciding on your eligibility for any mortgage product. We recommend 
you carefully balance your personal spending for at least the six months 
prior to making an application

If you’re self employed and you’re ready to see how The Cambridge can 
help you, you can book a face-to-face or telephone mortgage appointment 
with one of our advisers at www.cambridgebs.co.uk

YOur HOME MAY BE rEPOSSESSEd If YOu dO nOt KEEP 
uP rEPAYMEntS On YOur MOrtGAGE. 

Not sure how to get a  
self-employed mortgage?  
The Cambridge is here to help



“I just love being a member of Indie Cambridge. Not only 
has it brought new customers to my door, but it’s introduced 
me to lots of indie businesses and business owners, which has 
been a most unexpected bonus! Anne and Steve have managed 
to create a very real and very passionate community of like-
minded people: I can’t think of a single independent business 
who wouldn’t benefit from being a part of it.” 

Sarah Decent | Modish Shoes

Join us

www.joinindiecambridge.com
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Indie Listings
Artists and makers; tradespeople and business services; restaurants and pubs; shops and events – meet our IndiePro members.

Arts, crafts & galleries

All Saints Garden Arts And Craft Market 
All Saints Garden, Trinity Street 
Cambridge CB2 1TQ 
www.allsaintsmarket-cambridge.org.uk

Art Hound Gallery 
Burwash Manor  
New Road, Barton  
Cambridge CB23 7EY 
Telephone 01223 262033 
www.thearthoundgallery.com

The Artists’ Marquee 
Burwash Manor  
New Road, Barton  
Cambridge CB23 7EY 
Telephone 07801 570 068 
www.burwashmanor.com

Babylon Arts 
Waterside, Ely Cambridgeshire CB7 4AU 
Telephone 01353 616991 
www.babylonarts.org.uk 

Backstitch 
Burwash Manor  
New Road, Barton 
Cambridge CB23 7EY 
Telephone 01223 778118 
www.backstitch.co.uk

The Darryl Nantais Gallery  
59 High Street, Linton 
Cambridge, CB21 4HS 
Telephone 01223 891289 
www.nantais-gallery.co.uk

David Parr House 
186 Gwydir Street 
Cambridge CB1 2LW 
www.davidparrhouse.org

Fen Ditton Gallery 
23 High Street, Fen Ditton 
Cambridge CB5 8ST 
www.fendittongallery.com

Helen Handmade Books 
www.helenhandmadebooks.com 
helen@helenhandmadebooks.com 

Knitting Needle Lane 
www.knittingneedlelane.co.uk

Primavera 
10 King’s Parade, Cambridge, CB2 1SJ 
Telephone 01223 357708 
www.primaveragallery.co.uk

Sew Knit Craft 
58 King Street, Cambridge CB1 1LN 
Telephone 01223 350691 
www.sewknitcraft.co.uk

Sue Rapley Art  
www.suerapley.co.uk

Eating & drinking

Amelie Flam-Kuche 
The Grafton Centre 
(opposite the VUE cinema) 
Cambridge 
CB1 1PS 
Telephone 01223 778898 
www.amelierestaurants.co.uk

Bridges 
20 Bridge Street 
Cambridge CB2 1UF 
Telephone 01223 300800 
www.bridgescambridge.co.uk 

Burwash Larder 
Burwash Manor 
New Road, Barton 
Cambridge CB23 7EY 
Telephone 01223 264600 
www.burwashlarder.com

Café Abantu 
42 Hobson Street 
Cambridge CB1 1NL 
www.cafe-abantu.co.uk

Cambridge Cookery 
School House, Homerton Gardens 
Cambridge CB2 8EB 
Telephone 01223 247620 
www.cambridgecookery.com

Cambridge Mill Road Butchers 
114 Mill Road 
Cambridge CB1 2BQ 
Telephone 01223 354779

Country Kitchen 
21 Church Street Haslingfield 
Cambridgeshire CB23 1JE 
Telephone 01223 874284 
www.ckhaslingfield.com

cucWinebar  
The University Centre, Granta Place, 
Cambridge CB2 1RU 
www.cucwinebar.org

The Edge Café 
351, Mill Road, Cambridge CB1 3DF 
www.theedgecafecambridge.com

The Garden Kitchen  
82 Mill Road Cambridge CB1 2AS 
Telephone 01223 315205 
www.thegardencafecambridge.co.uk

Hot Numbers Roastery 
Wrights Mowers, Dunsbridge Turnpike 
Shepreth SG8 6RB 
Telephone 01223 612209 
www.hotnumberscoffee.co.uk

Nanna Mexico 
29 Petty Cury 
Cambridge CB2 3NB 
Telephone 01223 665589 
www.nannamexico.com

Pint Shop 
10 Peas Hill 
Cambridge CB2 3PN 
Telephone 01223 352293 
www.pintshop.co.uk

The Plough Shepreth 
12 High Street, Shepreth SG8 6PP 
Telephone 01763 290348 
www.theploughshepreth.co.uk

Stir Cambridge 
253 Chesterton Road 
Cambridge CB4 1BG 
Telephone 01223 778530 
www.stircambridge.co.uk

Thirsty Cambridge 
46 Chesterton Road 
Cambridge CB4 1EN 
Telephone 01223 464436 
www.wearethirsty.co.uk

Urban Larder 
9, The Broadway, Mill Road 
Cambridge CB1 3NA 
www.urbanlarder.coffee

Indie people & services

Art of Flooring 
141 Milton Road, Cambridge CB4 1XE 
Telephone 01223 755802 
www.artofflooring.co.uk 

Bodywork Company 
25-29 Glisson Road, Cambridge CB1 2HA 
Telephone 01223 314461 
www.bodyworkcompany.co.uk

Bourn Golf & Leisure 
Toft Road, Bourn Cambridge CB23 2TT 
Telephone 01954 718057 
www.bourngolfandleisure.co.uk 

Cambition IT Services 
Welding Alloys, The Way, Fowlmere 
SG8 7QS 
Telephone 01223 656156 
www.cambition.co.uk

Cambridge Building Society 
Main store - 4 St Andrew’s Street 
Cambridge CB2 3AX 
Telephone 0345 6013344 
www.cambridgebs.co.uk

Cambridge Car and Van Rental 
303-305 Newmarket Road 
Cambridge CB5 8JE 
Telephone 01223 464045 
www.cambridgecarandvanrental.co.uk

Cambridge Classics 
105 Cherry Hinton Road 
Cambridge CB24 6WZ 
Telephone 01223 491910 
www.cambridgeclassics.co.uk

Cambridge Cloud Accounting  
9 Wellington Street 
Cambridge, CB1 1HZ 
Telephone 01223 949057 
www.cambridgecloudaccounting.co.uk

CambridgeSpace 
CURUFC – Grange Road 
Cambridge CB3 9BN 
Telephone 07494 038195 
www.cambridgespace.co

Catfish Web Design 
Telephone 01223 873349 
www.catfishwebdesign.com

CKLG Accountants 
9 Quy Court, Colliers Lane 
Stow cum Quy, Cambridge CB25 9AU 
Telephone 01223 810100 
www.cklg.co.uk

Clarendon Street Veterinary Surgery 
28 Clarendon Street, Cambridge CB1 1JX 
Telephone 01223 359021 
www.clarendonstreetvets.co.uk

CMResource  
(Business Consultancy) 
Mobile 077866 55929 
www.cmresource.co.uk

Cooke Curtis & Co  
40 High Street, Trumpington, 
Cambridge CB2 9LS 
www.cookecurtis.co.uk 
Telephone 01223 508050 

Ellgia Recycling 
Unit 7, Lancaster Way 
Ely CB6 3NW 
Telephone 01223 322799 
www.ellgia.co.uk

Essential Italy 
The Courtyard, 17d Sturton Street 
Cambridge, CB1 2SN 
Telephone 01223 460100 
www.essentialitaly.co.uk

Eve Waldron Design  
8 Pound Hill, Cambridge CB3 OAE 
Telephone 01223 470370 
www.evewaldron.com

Form The Future 
47-51 Norfolk Street 
Cambridge, CB1 2LD 
Telephone: 01223 781296 
www.formthefuture.org.uk

Go Glass 
127 Cherry Hinton Road 
Cambridge CB1 7BS 
Telephone 01223 211041 
www.go-glass.co.uk

Helena g Anderson MA (RCA/V&A) 
Photography  
Telephone 07858 262120 
www.helena-g-anderson.com

Henry Rose Interiors 
208 Cherry Hinton Road 
Cambridge CB1 7AW 
Telephone 01223 213231 
www.henryroseinteriors.com 

Ian Olsson Photography 
Telephone 07731 379727 
www.ianolsson.com

The Innovation Practice 
(Business strategy) 
Mobile 0771 1720157 
www.theinnovationpractice.co.uk

KCP Furniture & Finishings 
Unit 9A Regal Lane 
Soham, CB7 5BA 
Telephone 01353 720372  
www.kcpfurnituredesign.co.uk

Kingsway Cycles 
8 City Road 
Cambridge CB1 1DP  
Telephone 01223 355852 
www.kingswaycylces.com

Kitchensmiths 
4 Station Road, Histon 
Cambridge CB24 9LQ 
Telephone 01223 236456 
www.kitchensmiths.co.uk

Langham Press 
Unit 5, Station Road East 
Whittlesford 
Cambridgeshire CB22 4WL 
Telephone 01223 870266 
www.langhampress.co.uk

Linford Joinery 
217B Cherry Hinton Road 
Cambridge CB1 7DA 
Mobile 07449 834098 
www.linfordjoinery.co.uk

Milan Fitness  
Shelford Rugby Club (The Davey Field) 
Cambridge Road, Great Shelford 
Cambridge, CB22 5JJ 
Telephone 07969 724372 
www.milanfitness.co.uk 

Re:Fresh 
16A Mill Road  
Cambridge CB1 2AD 
Telephone 01223 464064 (Hair) 
01223 305113 (Nails and Beauty) 
www.refreshcambridge.com

Sarah Massie Consulting 
76 Wimpole Road 
Barton, Cambridge CB23 7AD 
Telephone 01223 264001

Serve And Volley Travel 
 37, The Elms, Haslingfield 
Cambridge CB23 1ND 
Telephone 01223 871115 
www.serveandvolleytravel.co.uk

Simon Robinson & Son Picture 
Framers  
Studio 6, Penn Farm, Harston Road 
Haslingfield, Cambridge, CB23 1JZ 
Telephone 01223 873123/ 
07507 289957 
www.robinsonframes.co.uk 

So Blooming Beautiful 
Telephone 01223 967708 
www.sobloomingbeautiful.co.uk

Socially Savvy Cambridge 
Telephone 07786 359685 
www.sociallysavvycambridge.co.uk

Studio 24 
50 St Stephen’s Place  
Cambridge CB3 0JE 
Telephone 01223 328017 
www.studio24.net

Taank Optometrists 
92A Mill Road 
CambridgeCB1 2BD 
Telephone 01223 350071 
www.taankoptometrists.co.uk

Weir Associates 
Allia Future Business Centre, King 
Hedges Road, Cambridge CB4 2HY 
Telephone 01223 781200 
www.weirassociates.co.uk

Woodland Wishes 
Funeral Services  
4 High Street, Fulbourn 
Cambridge, CB21 5DH 
Telephone 01223 880002/  
07794 860131 
www.woodlandwishes.co.uk

Zedify 
Bike Depot, 140 Cowley Road 
Cambridge CB4 0DL 
Telephone 01223 719594 
www.zedify.co.uk/cambridge

Shopping

Al Amin 
100A-102A Mill Road 
Cambridge CB1 2BD 
Telephone 01223 576396 
www.al-amin.com

Ark 
1-2 Peas Hill, Cambridge CB2 3PP 
Telephone 01223 363372 
www.arkcambridge.co.uk

The Cambridge Fabric Company 
7 Peas Hill, Cambridge CB2 3PP 
Telephone 01223 778744 
www.thecambridgefabriccompany.com

Cambridge Daily Market 
Market Square, Market Street 
Cambridge CB2 3NZ 
Telephone 01223 457315 
www.cambridge.gov.uk/love-your-
local-market

Cambridge Street Traders 
www.cambridge.gov.uk/love-your-
local-market 
market.management@cambridge.
gov.uk

Cuckoo Clothing  
4, St Mary’s Passage 
Cambridge CB2 3PQ 
New Road, Barton 
Cambridge CB23 7EY 
www.cuckooclothing.co.uk

Cutlacks 
264-268 Mill Road, Cambridge CB1 3NF 
Telephone 01223 246418 
www.cutlacks.co.uk

Daisy Chain 
2 High Street, Histon CB24 9LG 
Telephone 01223 232121 
www.daisychainhiston.co.uk

Jacks on Trinity  
34 Trinity Street, Cambridge CB2 1TB 
Telephone 01223 354403 
www.jacksontrinity.co.uk

Laird Hatters 
4 Green Street, Cambridge CB2 3JU 
Telephone 0203 7139692 
www.lairdhatters.com

Lilac Rose 
71 Bridge Street 
Cambridge CB2 1UR 
Telephone 01223 363330 
www.lilacrose.co.uk

Modish Shoes 
3 Green Street, Cambridge CB2 3JU 
Telephone 01223 354436 
www.modishonline.co.uk

Nomads 
5 King’s Parade, Cambridge CB2 1SJ 
Telephone 01223 324588 
www.nomads.uk.com

The Secret Garden 
Burwash Manor 
New Road, Barton 
Cambridge CB23 7EY 
Telephone 01223 260040 
www.burwashsecretgarden.co.uk

Small & Green 
Cambridge Market 
every Friday 10am-4pm 
www.smallandgreen.com

What’s on

Cambridge Literary Festival 
Festival Office 7 Downing Place 
Cambridge, CB2 3EL 
Telephone 01223 515335 
www.cambridgeliteraryfestival.com

Cambridge Music Festival 
cambridgemusicfestival.co.uk 
www.cambridgemusicfestival.co.uk

Literature Cambridge 
www.literaturecambridge.co.uk

Wimpole History Festival 
www.wimpolehistoryfestival.com

Indie Partners

6 Scroope Terrace 
The Royal Cambridge Hotel 
Trumpington Street 
Cambridge CB2 1PY 
Telephone 01223 351631 
www.theroylcambridgehotel.co.uk



Remember, indies are like dogs …
… they’re not just for Christmas, they are there for you every day of the year.

The green bit
The Indie is printed on PEFC certified paper. PEFC is an 
international non-profit, non-governmental
organisation dedicated to promoting sustainable 
forest management, the Programme for the 
Endorsement of Forest Certification is the 
certification system of choice for small forest owners.
Our printer, Langham Press, use processless-plate 
technology meaning no nasty chemicals, inks are all 
vegetable-based, and waste is collected by accredited 
environmental contractors. They’re also signed-up to 
FSC accreditation and a carbon capture scheme under 
The Woodland Trust’s woodland carbon scheme.
We use local indie Zedify cycle couriers to distribute 
The Indie to ensure zero emissions delivery around 
the city.
No indies were harmed in the making of this 
publication :-)

Indie Cambridge 
wouldn’t be the 
same without …

Cambridge Classics 

Langham Press

Zedify

The Innovation Practice

All our Indie members and 

supporters

Cambridge Classics
Wooden Double-Glazed 

Windows – Doors – Shutters
cambridgeclassics.co.uk



KITCHENSMITHS
4   Station   Road         Histon         Cambridge         CB2 9LQ 

www.kitchensmiths.co.uk                                Telephone     01223     236456


