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Come and see some very special 
Cricket on Parker’s Piece at the  
First Street Child Cricket World Cup
Saturday 4th May and Sunday 5th May

The first Street Child Cricket World Cup is taking place on the 4th and 5th of May on 
Parker’s Piece, with the final at Lords on the 7th of May. Ten teams are competing, 
from countries including India North and India South, Nepal, Bangladesh, 

Mauritius, Congo, Tanzania and England.

There are four girls and four boys, aged between 14 and 17, in each team. They’ll play a 
version of street cricket with a taped tennis ball and lightweight bats. Each innings will 
consist of 20 balls.

The event is run by Street Child United, whose co-founder is John Wroe BEM, a member 
of St Paul’s Church. It has also held Street Child Football World Cups in South Africa in 
2010, Brazil in 2014 and Moscow in 2014 and Russia in 2018, as well as the Street Child 
Games in Brazil in 2016.

The event is free, so do come and watch the cricket and some musical performances. 
Children and young people will enjoy joining in with arts and crafts workshops and 
cricket-related activities. On Saturday, look out for the opening ceremony between 
11.30 and 12.00. On Sunday there’ll be a chance for you to bowl with former England 
international Monty Panesar.

Volunteer at the Street Child 
Cricket World Cup 
If you’d like to volunteer to help at this event 
and are over 18 check out the options at https://
www.streetchildunited.org/get-involved/
volunteer/apply-to-volunteer/, or for the 
arts workshops, contact Arts and Education 
Coordinator at laura@streetchildunited.org

If you would like to go to the final at Lords on  
7th May, please register for free tickets at  
www.streetchildunited.org

Saturday 4th May
11.00 Festival opens

11.30 Opening Ceremony

12.00 Matches begin

17.00 Close of play

Sunday 5th May
10.30 Festival opens

11.00 Matches begin

17:00 Close of play



Easter Trail 
6 – 22 April 10am – 5.00pm Free but normal admission 
charges apply
Animals from all over the world are dropping in to the Garden this 
spring to help out their friend, the Easter Bunny. Pick up a free trail 
from the ticket office and go on a springtime adventure to find the 
animals, see some amazing plants and collect an Easter prize at the 
end. 

Festival of Plants
Saturday 18 May, 10am-5pm Normal admission charges 
apply but tickets can be purchased in advance
An event for all ages, held when the Garden is brimming with 
spring colour. 
Free, guided tours of the Garden’s highlights; pop-up family-
friendly interactive plant science stalls; Ask-the-Gardener stall; 
10-minute, bite-size talks on plant-themed topics; specialist plants 
stalls; children’s craft activities; live music and pop-up food trucks.

Thursdays at St Paul’s
hello@stpaulscambridge.org.uk 01223 576899

What makes Thursdays at St Paul’s great? The eclectic mix of people 
who come, some of whom have disabilities but many don’t. The 
activities, art and singing, that don’t demand special skills but are 
always light hearted with no pressure to take part if you prefer not to. 

It is definitely the trips with the monthly free visits to the 
Botanic Gardens, summer visits to the coast and regular 
trips to interesting places. The highlight for most is the 
amazing home-cooked 2 course meals with vegetarian 
and diabetic/low sugar options at £4.00



History on your doorstep
Capturingcambridge.org is the website managed 
by the Museum of Cambridge which presents our 
local history in the form of an interactive map. You 
can zoom in on your street, even on your house and 
other local buildings, and find pictures, stories and 
names of previous occupants. Working with local 
communities in Cambridge the goal is provide an 
easy access point to find and post resources about 
the city’s fascinating history.
Whether you live in the older roads of North Newtown 
or the new developments and you would like to link 
up with others to look into the history of our area 
please contact helen@stpaulscambridge.org.uk. It 
doesn’t matter if you are new to the area or have had 
lived here for many years.
If you have a story to tell, an old picture, or and interesting 
observation please get in touch with local Capturing 
Cambridge editor Roger Lilley holbrook@ntlworld.com

THE NEVER 
ENDING STORY?

Gordon Logie 

Writing about recent 
local history is 
fascinating and 

frustrating. If you are lucky, 
you can hear from those who 
were there, who remember 
what it was like 50 years ago. 
Writing about the history 
of Hanover and Princess 
Courts – what the streets and 
life were like over 50 years 
ago and telling the stories 

of those who live there now has proved to be both 
rewarding and challenging. 
We have spoken to those who remember what the 
roads were like in the 1950s/early 60s and those 
who moved in when the flats were new. We have 
interviewed groups of local residents who lived here 
for years, went to the same schools, pubs, shops, but 
never knew each other. We have lost ourselves in the 
detailed local government records of the Housing 
and Public Health Committees of 60 years ago, when 
the council had a house-building programme of 500 
new council homes a year. There was a housing crisis 
then, too, much of it a legacy of poor housing and 
unfit homes and a thriving City. 
We have traced a son of the first City Architect, 
Gordon Logie, who designed Hanover and Princess 
Courts (and Kingsway flats, in Arbury). He has sent us 
information and a photograph of his father. We plan to 
include these, and details from elsewhere, in our final 
document, as a tribute to Gordon.
It’s been difficult to know when and where to stop – 
once you’ve got access to Spaldings’ directories at the 
Cambridgeshire Collection in the library, you’ve gone 
back years, speculating on who lived in the old houses. 
We did put this older information to good use when we 
ran a “Shopping in New Town in Victorian Times” at St 
Paul’s school for year 3. Our research showed that not 
much had changed between the 1890s and the 1950s 
when all shopping was done very locally. 
We continue to dig deep and write up what we find. 
We plan to celebrate 5 years of our community room- 
the Garden Room - with a focus on our research. In a 
Committee report about the plans for the ‘new flats’ Mr 
Logie had a vision of a thriving ‘village green’ between 
the flats. With our lovely Garden Room and our local 
events we might just have got there over 50 years later!

REGULAR ACTIVITIES IN THE 
GARDEN ROOM
We meet for tea, coffee, cakes, chat and community 
gardening (optional!) every Tuesday from 10am 
to 12 noon. On Thursdays you can join us for tea, 
coffee, cake, chat and singing with our community 
choir from 1.30 to 3pm

Straight from the street
A personal experience of rough sleeping 

It’s my life don’t you forget.
Do you see what I see
do you see what I feel
what do you see when you stare
if you could see with my eyes.
Do you not know us any more
do you not care
we once walked amongst you the same 
now ashamed and cowed we fear.
But we don’t cry for yesterday we stand and carry on
we can enjoy the things you do we can be the same.
drunk with fatigue the days are long but we endure.
from the day comes the night the cold arrives,
we make our shelter in darkness.
The day has passed now, I am alone again
fight the fear and try to sleep
because a few hours of sleep and peace is all we have
tomorrow brings another day.
Nick

Drawn 1916 but with a contemporary feel, this 
cartoon shows the editor’s. Grandmother and her 

teenage sisters, cycling in Market Square.



What’s on April 2019

CAMBRIDGE SPRING LITERARY 
FESTIVAL  
Cambridge Literary Festival.com 
5 – 7 April 
Talks for all ages from pre school celebrations of the 
“That’s not my ..” and Elmer series birthdays and 
stories that appeal to older children and teenagers. 
The main programme of adult fiction and non=fiction 
has a broad appeal crossing different genres and 
disciples.  

MUSEUMS
Cambridge has a wonderful range of free museums 
offering regular activities for all ages. All the museums 
have activity sheets and even bags with artefacts to 
help younger visitor navigate the exhibits. Some of our 
favourites are:

THE SEDGEWICK MUSEUM 
Sedgewickmuseum.org Downing Street CB2 3EQ
Mon – Sat 10 – 1.00 & 2.00 – 4.00  
Closed Sundays and Good Friday
The oldest of the University’s Museums is popular  
with the young for its dinosaur fossils but a wider 
range of exhibits to walk visitors through 4.5 billion 
years of time.

Colonel Carrot and his 
vegetable knights 
11 April 10.00 – 11.00 &  
11.30 – 12.30  
Booking essential
Story teller Marion Leeper 
tells adventure stories inspired 
by the drawings of Charles 
Darwin’s children. Age 3+. 

Ediacaran sun catchers 
16 April 10.00 – 1.00 
Drop in session 
Travel back in time and make your 
own sun catcher inspired by some 
of the earliest forms of life on our 
planet.

THE MUSEUM OF ZOOLOGY 
Museum.zoo.cam.ac.uk Downing St, CB2 3EJ 
Tues – Sat 10 – 16.30, Sun and Bank Holiday  
12 noon – 4.30
Eggstinct 11 & 16 April 10.00 – 4.00 
Discover eggs of animals past and present with egg-
themed crafts. No need to book.

Young Zoologist Club ages 6 – 12 or the Zoology 
Club age 12 – 18 with special activities and information.

First Friday morning activities for preschool children 
and their carers.

THE MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY 
AND ARCHAEOLOGY 
Maa.cam.ac.uk Downing St CB2 3DZ 
Tues – Sat 10.30 – 4.30 Sun and Bank Holiday  
12 noon – 4.30
Arts and Minds  
Free art workshop every Tuesday 1 – 3.00 for those 
experiencing depression, stress or anxiety.

THE FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM 
Fitzmuseum.cam.ac.uk Trumpington St CB2 1RB 
Tues – Sun also bank holiday Mondays  
10.00 – 5.00
The museum hosts events both free and charged 
events for all ages. Visit their website for timetable of 
regular and one off events including free lunchtime 
talks, concerts, sessions for the blind and partially 
sighted as well as the popular Family First Saturday 
monthly art and related activities on different themes 
from the museum. Free



Can you help with face painting?
Children love having their faces painted and we would 
love to include this in occasional local community 
events. If you are able to help on a voluntary basis.   
Please contact helen@stpaulscambridge.org.uk

Location: St Paul’s Church, Hills Road
Free entry (donations welcome)

Children to be accompanied by an adult.
More information: Julia Evans  

congregation@stpaulscambridge.org.uk 

Arts,craft,celebration and lunch 
for all ages

Tuesday 9th April
 11am - 1pm

OTHER PLACES 
WORTH VISITING
WIMPOLE HALL 
wimpolehall@nationaltrust.org.uk  
Arrington, Royston, SG8 0BW 
Easter Egg Hunt 
19, 20, 21, 22 April £2.50 children only
Follow the trail and learn about Wimpole wildlife, 
solve clues and pick up your chocolaty prize. Advance 
booking recommended but a limited number of 
tickets available on the day. 

Lambing Time 
27 April – 12 May
Learn about the life of sheep 
and you may witness the live 
birth of one of Wimpole’s rare 
breed lambs. Free but normal 
admission charges apply.

ANGLESEY ABBEY 
angleseaabbey@nationaltrust.org.uk  
Quy Rd, Lode, CB25 9EJ  
(Accessible from no 11 bus)
Bunny themed Easter Egg Hunt  
19, 20, 21, 22 April £2.50 children only.
Follow the clues through the woods and wild life 
discovery area to claim your egg prize.  Prior booking 
advised although a small number of tickets will be 
available on the day. Usual entry charges apply.

SCOTSDALES 
Cambridge Rd, Great Shelford CB22 5JT
All Activities suitable for age 2 – 12 but booking 
is essential. events@scotsdales.com
Fun with Nature – Grown your own  
10 April 10.30, 11.30, 1.30 Free
Easter Decorations Papercraft Fun  
12 April 10.30, 11.30. 1.30. 2.30 Free
Easter Eggcups and More  
17 April 10.30, 11.30, 1.30, 2.30 £4.00 
Decorate your own ceramic eggcup. 
Easter Egg decorating  
19 & 20 April various start times £5.00 
Decorate your own milk chocolate egg. 

Easter at St Paul’s
Tuesday 9th April 11.00am Messy Church

Sunday 14th April 
Palm Sunday

10.30am Celebration Service 
  with activities for children  

and adults

Friday 19th April 
Good Friday

9.30am  Meditative Service 
(Chapel)

10.30am  Hot Cross Buns & 
Coffee (Main Hall)

11.00am  Reflective Service  
(Main Hall) with crèche

Sunday 21st April 
Easter Sunday

7.30am  Early Morning Service  
& Breakfast (Chapel)

9.00am  Communion Service 
(BCP) (Chapel)

10.30am  Family Communion  
(Main Hall)  
with children’s Easter 
egg hunt & egg rolling

6.00pm  Evening Communion 
(Chapel)



On a recent walkabout with the Street Pastors in Cambridge, Rowan 
Williams, former Archbishop of Canterbury, commented:

“What I remember most – alongside the crowds 
spilling out of the clubs at two in the morning – were 
those lying in the shop doorways. And the contrast 
couldn’t have been sharper there. On the one hand 
I’ve seen young people respond very generously, 
very humanely to those in the doorways and on 
the other I see the crowds walking past completely 
blind. I want to underline that difference: some 
look and some don’t look, and that’s a choice, 
at the end of the day, are we going to look?”

 

On 29 November 2018, St Paul’s hosted a 
summit on homelessness in Cambridge, in 
response to the rising numbers of homeless 

people sleeping rough in tents or shop doorways. 
The summit began a citywide conversation to take 
action to eradicate rough sleeping in Cambridge. The 
problem is bigger and more complex than any one 
agency or local authority: it will take the whole city to 
achieve this goal. 
St Paul’s was packed with people from the city’s 
private, public, statutory and charitable sectors. 
These included college masters from several 
University colleges, businesses, representatives 
from the City council, housing associations, faith 
communities, and chief executives and workers from 
the homeless and charitable sectors.
Homeless people are some of the most vulnerable 
members of our community. They are far more likely 
to have been exposed to a breakdown in family 
relationships, addiction, debt, domestic abuse and 
mental health issues. The number of homeless 
people has been on the increase since 2010. 
The summit got people in the city to collectively stop 
and take a look. Homeless people were involved with 
organising the summit and shared their views during 
the event, including making a film of their experiences. 
The Summit opened with Dr Rowan Williams and 
a short film from Andy Burnham Mayor of Greater 
Manchester, recorded especially for the event, 
encouraging Cambridge to follow in footsteps of 
Manchester and pledge to provide accommodation 
for all homeless people.
Ten conversations took place in every available room 
in the church. Each conversation included homeless 
people.
We looked at:
•  Connecting the community digitally 
• Informing the community with numbers 
•  Bringing down the barriers to housing the 

homeless 
• Women and homelessness 
• Young people and homelessness 
• Ending discrimination in the world of work 
• Organising support around the person 

•  How people can give their time (volunteering) 
and money safely 

• Issues around street begging 
•  Continuing the journey together and 

establishing a city charter eliminating rough 
sleeping.

These conversations enabled homeless people to 
speak their truth and be heard. The groups have met 
since the summit and are working on actions to bring 
about lasting change. Time will tell what difference  
all this will make and a follow-up event is planned for 
the summer.
Thank you to the many people from St Paul’s who 
helped with the planning and practical arrangements 
leading up to the event, on the day and beyond. The 
summit would not have happened without you. 
Jon Canessa (Associate Priest at St Paul’s and 
Bishop’s Officer for Homelessness)

Photo by: Kathleen Skilton



New Head at St Paul’s CE 
(VA) Primary School
I am delighted to have been 
appointed as Headteacher 
at St. Paul’s CE (VA) Primary 
School. During my first half 
term I have enjoyed getting 
to know the school and 
members of the community 
and would like to thank 
everyone for my warm 
welcome. St. Paul’s is a 
happy place to learn, with 
a committed staff team, 
supportive families, church 
and community. 

I am excited to be in a position to lead the school 
forward. Many positive changes have taken place over 
the past two terms and I am committed to continuing 
this journey to ensure the children at St. Paul’s have 
the opportunities to develop as curious, passionate 
learners and individuals with high aspirations. 

I trained as a teacher over twenty years ago and have 
been teaching in Cambridgeshire for sixteen years.  
I am married with four children and enjoy baking.  
I run a local Guide group and love to take part in 
outdoor activities - camping, walking and cooking  
on open fires.

Helen Darrell 
Headteacher | St. Paul’s CE (VA) Primary School

We raise money that allows people who are 
street homeless – or who have been in the past – 
to apply for grants for things that will help them 
to get off, and stay off, the streets. Street Aid 
gives those who want to help an alternative to 
handing money directly to people. 
Every single penny donated goes directly to 
grants for individuals. Since we launched in 
November 2016, over £50,000 has been  
raised and over 150 grants have been given  
out to people. 
We are launching a new volunteer programme 
– Street Aid Champions – to recruit people who 
will raise money and awareness for Street Aid. 
If you would like to donate to our work or are 
interested in this new volunteering opportunity, 
please contact streetaid@cambridge.gov.uk 
01223 457950

Join the St Paul’s 
challenge and switch 
to renewable energy 

it doesn’t have to 
cost you more

Thank you for helping keep 
appointment wait times to a minimum
National Patient Survey by NHS England 2018 – At 
Lensfield Medical Practice 93% of respondents were 
offered a choice of appointment when they last tried to 
make a practice appointment (local average 66%) 
Patients can help us by: 
Giving the reason for your call we can direct you to the 
most appropriate person as quickly as possible. 
Cancelling your unwanted appointments.  
Arriving on time – Traffic can be a challenge!

You can self refer to: (without a need to visit your GP) 
• Physiotherapy 
• Mental Health Services 
• Minor eye conditions 
• Podiatry 
• Sexual health

Please see our website for full details on the above and 
more… www.lensfieldpractice.org

St Paul’s Eco group challenged the congregation to switch 
to renewable energy, and you can join the challenge! 
Renewable energy comes from sources such as the wind 
and sun rather than from fossil fuels (gas, oil and coal). 
Renewables emit little or no carbon dioxide, so do not add 
to global warming. Their cost is similar to or even less than 
fossil fuel energy.
In 2017 renewables contributed 30% of the electricity 
generated in the UK, the rest came from coal gas and 
nuclear power. By buying renewable energy you pay for the 
energy you consume to be fed into the national grid from 
renewable sources.
Many energy companies now offer a renewable or ‘green’ 
tariff for electricity. Just visit a cost comparison website, 
e.g. moneysupermarket.com or uswitch.com. To see which 
tariffs are ‘green’ look for the ‘Plan info’ button beside each 
offer, and this will tell you the energy source.



Life in the Royal 
Albert Homes

I live in a comfortable one-bedroom 
house with a lounge, bathroom and fitted 
kitchen. It is one of 27 which were built 
in Victorian times on the corner of Hills 
Road and Brooklands Avenue. We are a 
friendly community of couples, single men 
and women, who have a resident warden 
and social activities in our communal 
hall. We pay a monthly charge that 
covers maintenance and utilities. The 
accommodation is for retired people with 
a connection to Cambridge and who are 
not owners of property. The Royal Albert 
Homes are always keen to hear from those 
interested in applying to join.

Retired? Thinking of 
moving?

Are you independent and active but 
looking for a friendly environment offering 
occasional help and caring neighbours,  
all in the centre of Cambridge?

Why not contact the Royal Albert 
Benevolent Society
The Society provides:

❖  Subsidised homes for independent 
senior citizens of modest income

❖  Terraced houses and flats suitable for 
one or two people in central Cambridge

❖  Resident Warden

❖  Programme of social events

❖  Friendship and support within a small 
independent community

For more information telephone the 
Warden, Royal Albert Homes,  
01223 352654
Registered Charity Number 204757  
The Almshouse Association Number 1212

Please send any items for future issues to  
newtownnews@gmail.com

Sponsored by

At last more 
cash - and 
some for 
pavements!

The squeeze on County Council funding 
has meant a sharp deterioration in street 
and pavement quality in Cambridge over 
recent years. Residents in the Newtown 
area have reported gaping potholes and 
cracked, uneven footways causing dangers 
for pedestrians and cyclists, in particular. 
Maintenance budgets have been cut back to 
the bone – and it shows!

Cambridgeshire has now been allocated 
£6.6m of extra government funding for 
highways maintenance in 2019-20, with 
£900k earmarked for potholes and £900k for 
footways and cycleways. 

And at last CB1 is funding the resurfacing of 
pavements as well as carriageway in Station 
Rd (Tenison Rd to Hills Rd section). 

In reality, this is a fraction of what is needed to 
reverse years of decline but residents should 
see some small improvements this year. 

Linda Jones

We can all sometimes 
make a difference!
Last summer Station 
Square had no litterbins 
and, and rubbish was 
accumulating. I took 
the photo below and 
sent it to Councillor 
Kevin Blencowe.  
He took the issue 
up with the CB1 
developers and we 
now have both rubbish 
and recycling bins 
near Sainsbury’s and 
the food outlets! Of 
course I don’t know 
what was already in the 
plans. If you have a grip 
it is worth talking to 
your local councillors, 
as they really can 
sometimes help.

Alison Hornsbury

Before

After


